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A STUDY OF SOME MEDIUMISTIC EXPERIMENTS.* 
By Frank Hakius. 










It is always interesting to study processes of reasoning 
in the lay mind, especially regarding things which are rather 
difficult of solution; in particular I refer to the belief (more 
general than is commonly known or admitted) that there are 
mediums, fortune tellers, or what not, who can tell what has 
happened or is to happen. And the number of people who 
believe in this as a fact and make use of these mediums to 
govern their actions is considerably greater than scientific 
or religious minds would willingly admit. The query now 
arises, on what basis of fact do they accept these statements 
and what is the mental jugglery to which they submit to be- 
lieve they are “told their names, business, etc., without say- 
ing a word,” as the advertisements guarantee the psychic can 
do? ‘The advertising medium has been quick to adopt this 
word, psychic, since its use by the Psychical Research So- 
ciety. 

I am more and more certain that the so-called religion of 
Spiritualism is growing rapidly and that there are any number 
of credulous people who go to these “seers’”’, “ psychics ”, 
“ mediums ”’, etc., and leave large amounts ci money in their 
hands to secure information. In the city in which I write, 























* Mr. Frank Hakius reported on some similar experiments which were 


published in a previous Journal (Vol. V, p. 269). The name is a 
pseudonym. 





134 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research. 


only a few weeks ago, a man claiming to be a Medium, Seer, 
Psychic, etc., etc., in one week succeeded in stealing over one 
thousand dollars from a half-dozen women, in sums ranging 
from fifty to five hundred dollars, by directing them to seal 
in envelopes sums of money which were to remain, some in 
their own possession, others in his, for a few days to weeks. 
This he claimed was necessary to insure the success of the 
spell. This scheme to defraud is so common one would think 
the crop would be soon exhausted, but this is not so. This 
city can and does grow a good annual crop which is never 
neglected by these traveling angels; true, the same trick in 
every detail cannot be used, but to these literal-primitive- 
brained-honest-themselves women a straight wire could 
never suggest a bent one or vice versa. This last Collector 
of the Crop came into town, flooded the town with his glow- 
ing circular of “Adza the Psychic,” took three rooms in the 
best office building in town, and in a week was off. Some 
he allowed to seal their own money in thick, heavy envelopes, 
and after a proper amount of hocus pocus, told them to 
sleep on it and dream over it and think of nothing else but 
when the desired legacy was to come. Some confided to 
their friends, and were told to open the envelopes and there 
find only blank paper. They opened, but found their money 
still there; at least all the first setting did (to speak in a poul- 
try manner). The Seer then told them, when they confided 
their lack of faith, that they had indeed had a narrow escape, 
both to life and legacy, as the gods had been known to kill 
by a stroke those who cast doubt on Adza’s powers. This 
was enough. ‘“Adza himself must keep the money,” and so 
far he is true to his trust. The police, altho wading through 
waves of his circulars, did nothing to drive him from town 
until he had garnered the crop. Nor will they the next time, 
nor the next. 

That this mystery seems to have a basis of truth cannot 
be gainsaid. At least we constantly find a residue which is 
unexplainable in any terms we now understand as applied to 
physical or mental processes. There is also no doubt that 
skilful questioning would often help out the medium, but so 
very often they do not grasp the opportunities we see so 
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clearly extended to them. The occurrence of the three sit- 
tings I append happened in this wise. Mrs. Hiller, the first 
sitter, was visiting in the city of Tunmar, her home being 150 
miles east. She happened to mention to me that she had 
gotten into conversation with the chambermaid at her hotel 
and that she had told her, Mrs. Hiller, that she had gone to 
a medium who almost instantly told her her name, and with- 
out asking any question at all! Mrs. Hiller asked my opin- 
ion of it, and I told her I thought it impossible, and that sit- 
ters often said they had been asked no questions, though in 
reality they might have given information unasked. I had 
often thought of having sitters go to a medium and have 
stenographic reports made, to be published, as an interesting 
study. As the medium above mentioned seemed to be the 
kind I wanted for this experiment,—an old lady, not adver- 
tising, resident here many years, not criminal or fraudulent 
in the sense of taking large sums of money to have them at- 
tract other sums,—I told Mrs. Hiller I should like her to go 
for a sitting, then come back directly and dictate what trans- 
pired to my stenographer, while the matter was still fresh 
in her mind. The report below is a clear account of two 
sittings Mrs. Hiller had. 


Report of Two Sittings with Mrs. Fanny Roberson, Medium, 
of Tunmar. 


It was through a Mrs. Watson that I heard of this me- 
dium. She had been there for a.séance. Mrs. Watson told 
me that her husband had deserted her a couple of months 
before, and that she went to Mrs. Roberson, thinking the 
latter might be able to tell her something about her husband. 
Her verdict was, “ She is fine, she is great!” I said, “I sup- 
pose she told you a great many things that were true?” 
She answered, “ Yes, she even told me my name and my hus- 
band’s.” I then asked Mrs. Watson if the medium had 
asked her any questions; her answer was, “ No, she asked 
me no questions at all.” 

When I went for my sitting, however, I found that Mrs. 
Roberson asked a great many questions. Yesterday was the 
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first time I went to ask for a sitting. I was told to come in. 
Mrs. Roberson proved to be a very untidy woman and was 
uneducated, illiterate, and used a great many slang expres- 
sions. As soon as I gained admittance, the medium asked 
who sent me there. I replied, untruthfully, that I did not 
know the lady’s name. (It was Mrs. Watson, as per above.) 
Then she said, “ You know I aint no advertisin’ medium.” 
Next speech of the medium, “Sit down; are you married, 
honey?” “ Yes,” said I. Then she began to count on her 
fingers, saying, “ I get two, three,—then you are married be- 
tween two and three years?” I replied, “ Yes, and then 
some.” And after three guesses or so, she got up to seven 
years, which is the correct number. 

The medium sat in a well lighted room, her hand up to 
her face part of the time. She did not look at me, except 
very rarely. Her next question:—“‘ Has your father passed 
out?” My reply was “No.” She then said, “Some one 
comes to me and says‘ Pa.’ There is a‘ Pa’; who is ‘ Pa’?” 
I told her then that my stepfather had passed out and she 
said that that was what “they” meant; that the spirits al- 
ways called themselves “ Pa’ whether they were father, 
stepfather or grandfather. She said that he had passed out 
recently, which is true; he died in September [this year]. 
She further stated that he had had the asthma and coughed. 
(He did have an asthmatic condition and was very short of 
breath.) But I did not reveal this to her. ‘Then after hav- 
ing spoken of the asthma, she asked if he had had kidney 
trouble. I replied, “ Not that I know of.” (My stepfather 
died of cirrhosis of the liver.) I requested the medium to 
tell my father to give me some sign or proof that it was 
really he talking. After this request there was quite a long 
silence. Then, “ He wants to know if you remember any- 
thing in particular about his hand.” And here the medium 
held her left hand (his left hand was crippled) in a way sim- 
ilar to the way my stepfather held his. I replied, “ Yes.” 
(His hand was crippled from a burn which occurred years 
ago, altho I did not tell Mrs. Roberson this fact.) Medium: 
—* He wants to know if you remember the scar on his face.” 
Here I said, “‘ There was no scar on his face; it was on his 
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ear.” Then I told the medium to ask him if he could tell me 
how old he was, when he “ passed out.” The answer came, 
“ How would fifty strike you?” I said, “ It would not strike 
me if that were not his age; can’t he tell me?” Then, with 
three or four guesses, she managed to get up to three score 
and ten. (He was really seventy-three; I told Mrs. Rober- 
son that her guess was about right, as he was a little past 
seventy.) She explained his having first replied fifty, in this 
way,—that the reason for his having said that was because 
he did not seem old and did not want to appear old, and was 
just trying to have a little fun with me. Another thing the 
“ spirit ’’ was supposed to have said, was “ Do you remember 
how often I said I loved my family?” Also, “ You know I 
don’t believe in wearing mourning.” (This was his belief.) 
“ Do not call my burial place a grave, because ‘ grave’ means 
‘grief’; but think of it as a garden where you can plant 
flowers to remember me.” I asked if he knew whether all 
the children were there at the time of his death and funeral. 
The answer came immediately, “ One missing at the death- 
bed, on account of a mistake or long distance.” (One son 
was not at the bedside when he died, on account of being so 
far away; but was at the funeral.) 

Mrs. Roberson told me to ask any questions I wished. I 
asked if Father would give me his name or Mother’s. She 
got the name of “ Will” at once. (I did not answer her, so 
she let that drop and commenced trying for my mother’s 
name.) She said, “ Was it Edna,—or Ellen,—or Elsie?” I 
said “No.” (Father’s former wife’s name was Edna, but I 
did not tell her that.) Another silence;—then she said, 
“The name of Emma comes to me; your father calls 
‘Emma’.” Then I said, “ How about my father’s name?” 
And she only got the name of Will. She said, “Isn’t there 
a Will?” And to help her a little bit, I said, “ His name was 
Willis,’—which it was. “ Well, that’s what I mean, honey,” 
answered Mrs, Roberson. 

Then the medium said, “ Your father smoked, because I 
smell smoke.” (He did smoke.) 

She asked if I was a divorced woman. Reply, “ No, I 
am not.” “ Have you two children living or dead?” “ No,” 
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said I. “ You don’t live here, do you?” My answer, “ No.” 
I then asked her if she knew where I did live. She said, 
“East of here.” (Correct.) Another question —‘‘Are not 
you and your husband separated?” I replied, telling her he 
was away most of the time, but that we saw each other every 
few weeks. She then asked, “Is he not a traveling man?” 
I said, “ No.” Mrs. Roberson next said, “I smell liquor; 
does he drink?” ‘“ No,” I replied. Then, “I smell chem- 
icals; what does that mean?” I answered this, saying that 
my husband was taking a course in a medical college. She 
told me that she could smell “ liquors and chemicals such as 
they use in the operating room.” ‘The medium also told me 
that both my father and husband were large men. (This is 
the case.) I was also told at this séance that my husband 
would be very successful; but that he was at the present 
time not well. (So far as I know, he is enjoying his usual 
good health.) About this time the medium was getting very 
nervous and told me that my father was so short of breath 
he could not talk to me any more that time, but that I should 
come again, as he loved to talk to me. That was all for this 
sitting, which lasted about an hour. 


* *x K * * 


To-day I again went to interview this same woman. Be- 
fore going in to her place, it is necessary to talk to her 
through a speaking tube, to ascertain whether admittance 
will be permitted. On asking for a sitting, she told me that 
she had had so much to do the day before that she was very 
nervous and had the headache. But I was quite persistent, 
telling her I should like another sitting, as I was going away 
soon. She finally acquiesced. She recognized me as hav- 
ing been there the day before, when I went in. She did not 
look well and said she could only give me about a half-hour. 
(A regular sitting lasts about an hour.) She told me prac- 
tically the same things about my father as the day before. 

The medium asked me if my name was Myrtle; then got 
the name of Jennie; then asked me if my name was not Nettie 
or Nellie. I told her “It is Nellie,’—which it is. She fur- 
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ther informed me that my father did not seem so short of 
breath to-day, and therefore she could understand him better. 
He said, “ Emma was not very well last night.” (Being 
away from there, I cannot tell about this as yet, but intend 
to find out if my mother was really ill at the mentioned time.) 

This medium claims that the “forces” come to her 
through vapor. In trying to get facts through, she closes 
her eyes and leans to one side, as tho listening to the afore- 
said forces, repeatedly saying, “ Huh, huh? Talk up a little 
plainer.” This she does very frequently during a sitting, 
when trying to get results. Often she would ask questions 
but I would not let on that I even heard and would ignore 
the questions altogether. During both the readings I had 
with her, Mrs. Roberson would be interrupted at the door, 
but on returning to me, would take up the trend of thought 
with the forces just where she had left off. In talking to my 
father’s spirit she cried, and said that he was crying also, 
“because he is so happy.” 

A communication from my stepfather, different from any 
told on the previous day, was as follows :—The medium said, 
“Will wants to know if you remember that his favorite 
flower was the red rose.”’ (He did favor red rosebuds above 
all other flowers. ) 

The medium assured me that:she was “ perfectly honest 
about these things and never gave anything except what the 
forces got through.” But it seemed to me that most of this 
was guess-work. The séance lasted twenty-five minutes. 
On leaving I asked Mrs. Roberson if she could tell me my 
full name. She said she could not. I then asked her if she 
was ever able to get full names. She replied that she had 
been able to do this only three times, and said that one of 
these names was “Tom Watson.” (This is the name of the 
husband of Mrs. Watson, who first told me about Mrs. Rob- 
erson. ) 

November 16th, 1911. 

(The above was dictated from memory, November 16th, 
1911. One sitting had taken place on the 15th and the next 
one on the 16th, the dictator dictating the above directly after 
the sitting on the 16th.) 
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Criticism and Explanation of Mrs. Hiller’s Account of Her 
Sittings. 

It does not give the reader quite a fair idea to say Mrs. 
Roberson asks a great many questions. True, she does lit- 
erally, but they are really interrogative statements, and she 
many times does not wait for the sitter’s answer, but keeps 
talking on. I found that by ignoring her questions it made 
no difference apparently, altho I have no doubt she would 
gladly accept help from her sitter and depends on it. Her 
guess as to the number of years of marriage, if stenograph- 
ically reported, would be to guess until a silence, nod of head 
or acknowledgment told her she had hit the correct number. 
She then would say, “ Now let’s see how long he says you 
been married,” just as tho she had said nothing of it before, 
and then when she brought out, “ Why, he says you been 
married seven years; is that right?” the sitter is duly im- 
pressed and forgets to remember how it was led up to. 
However, she makes a few statements clearly, abruptly and 
correctly, that this system does not explain. I will call at- 
tention to them later. In the next statement the medium 
foolishly weakens her position by her explanation. She 
often does this. The hand incident was good and hard to 
explain. Mrs. Hiller, while not an experienced investigator 
(this being her first sitting), is not easily stampeded, and 
when she says she did not tell about the hand, even remotely, 
I can quite believe her. Scar on face is only half a point; 
altho if this is genuine, it is quite possible that it is a fault of 
transmission of intelligence, and not an actual error, altho 
we must so regard it in any critical examination. The grave 
and mourning incident seem to be a regular thing in these 
sittings, the spiritistic theory rejecting graves, etc. The in- 
cident of the son’s absence at deathbed is very good and 
scores heavily, although the Podmorean mind will say that 
Mrs. Hiller, by asking the question, raised the question as to 
some one being away. It would have been wiser to have 
put this question in a very ambiguous manner, but it stands 
as a plus answer anyway. The name of “ Will,” so promptly 
given, when “ Willis”’ would have been correct, for a one- 
shot answer is very good, and especially as she repeats her 
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success by “ Edna,” which is correct. This is the best she 
did with names in any of the sittings. "The smoking incident, 
while true, is too common to be of great weight. Still it 
counts. The curious muddle she gets into about Mrs. Hiller 
and her husband being divorced is interesting; physically 
they are separated, but only because his business takes him 
away. The liquors and chemicals might express an ignorant 
mind’s appreciation of a chemical laboratory. As to the 
large men,—this, as to the husband, would be a safe guess, 
as Mrs. Hiller is rather smaller than the average. 

This sitting gives a rough total of twelve statements, of 
which seven were correct, three incorrect and two partially 
so. (I count the scar and divorce incidents as partially cor- 
rect.) 

Mrs. Hiller, the day after the first sitting, had another 
sitting and dictated both. She was not impressed and con- 
siders it all guessing. Yet there are one or two things dis- 
tinctly hard to explain, and she recognizes the difficulty of 
so doing by guessing. 

The second sitting was poorer; the medium rapidly runs 
over the previous sitting and then begins to guess at her 
sitter’s name. The fourth time she strikes the correct name. 
The rest of it is poor and weak, not carrying out the prom- 
ise of the first sitting. She is honest about getting names 
and confirms Mrs. Watson’s statement of getting the full 
name spontaneously, but this, as she admits, is very rare, 
having occurred only three times in her life. Mrs. Hiller 
gives a good picture of the technic of Mrs. Roberson. My 
only addition would be that she seems very religious. 

In pursuance of my plan, I sent my stenographer and her 
girl friend to have a sitting, the stenographer to take such 
notes as she could surreptitiously. The account is from 


shorthand notes taken freely but not verbatim, during the 
sitting. 


Report of Sitting with Mrs, Fanny Roberson, Tunmar, O., 
Nov. 18, 1911. 

On reaching the residence of Mrs. Roberson, Miss Calder 

and I saw go in before us two women, and judged the one to 
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be Mrs. Roberson, as she unlocked the door, etc. We asked 
if we might have a sitting and she said we might and bade us 
enter. On entering, we all became involved in a discussion 
of carpets, curtains, etc., etc., in which Mrs. Roberson was in- 
terested, as she had been laying a new carpet, putting up 
curtains, etc. We were most careful, during this conversa- 
tion, not to disclose anything concerning ourselves which we 
thought might have bearing on the reading, and addressed 
each other by fictitious names, I calling my friend, who was 
to have the reading, Helen, and she calling me Margaret. 
Mrs. Roberson left us for awhile, to answer a call at the door, 
but her friend remained and we continued talking to her 
about generalities only; we made a point to call each other 
by the above names, but did not make it too marked. Then 
Mrs. Roberson’s friend said she would have to leave, and 
went downstairs, where she must have joined Mrs. Rober- 
son, who was then at the door. 

Mrs. Roberson rejoined us after a few minutes and asked 
which of us wanted the sitting. We told her Miss Calder, 
and the reading began. (The room was quite dark, the only 
light being that shed by a dim light in the hall and the glare 
of a gas stove, in front of which Mrs. Roberson sat. My 
friend sat to the right of Mrs. Roberson, at a distance of 
about six feet, and was not in a good light. I sat in back of 
them both, to the left of the room, in darkness, and was in a 
position which enabled me to take down all that transpired 
without being seen.) The medium put her head in her 
hand, closed her eyes, sighed, and said, “Aint you worrying 
about somethin’ or had a disappointment?” Miss Calder 
said that maybe she had had a disappointment. Then Mrs. 
Roberson said, “ You got a sister in the other world, aint 
you?” “Yes,” answered Miss Calder. (This is correct.) 
“And a grandfather?” further queried the medium. “ Yes,” 
Miss Calder made reply. (Correct.) “ Well, your mes- 
sages will be from them two,” we were informed. 

Medium :—“Aint you had three beaux?” In answer to 
this Miss Calder laughed but made no direct answer, altho 
she tried to convey the meaning that this was not true. 
However, the medium insisted that she must have had, being 
a “ beautiful girl,” etc. Miss Calder then confessed that this 


. 
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was true, and soit was. Mrs. Roberson then wished to know 
if Miss Calder “ aint had two rings give her.” Miss Calder 
said no, she had had only one; then Miss Calder was in- 
formed that she would get another shortly, as there were two 
rings in store for her. (Later thought revealed that she had 
had two given her already,—one from her grandmother and 
one from her mother. We did not find out whether this 
was the kind of ring meant, tho.) Then the medium asked, 
“Aint you had a quarrel with your present beau?” Miss 
Calder said in reply, “ Can’t you tell?” This made the me- 
dium most indignant and she said that if Miss Calder wanted 
to have a reading she could give it to her, would read her 
from her “ crown to toes,” but that she must do her part and 
answer any questions put to her. She explained that she 
wanted to prove to us that there was life hereafter and that 
there could be communication between that world and this; 
that she was nothing herself but an instrument whereby this 
communicating could be carried on, and that she had to obey 
certain rules, which the one having a reading would have to 
observe as well. She contended that she would have to tell 
us about things past, to convince us that she could foretell 
the future as well. Miss Calder behaved very well there- 
after. She answered, truthfully, that she had had a recent 
quarrel, as stated. Then the medium wished to know 
whether Miss Calder had not cried before him at the time of 
quarrel. She answered in the affirmative, with truth. Then 
the medium said, “ You do not get angry often; but, when 
you do, you cry. Is that true?” “Yes.” (Correct.) 
Medium :—“ You have received two presents from this 
young man, have you not?” “Yes.” (Correct.) ‘“ Did 
you not take a pleasure trip with him lately?” asked Mrs. 
Roberson. “ No,” answered Miss Calder, truthfully. “ Well, 
then you will,” said the medium. ‘“ You think there is no 
one like this fellow,” continued Mrs. Roberson, “ but it will 
only last about two months longer. Then you will become 
so disgusted that it will be all off. And you won’t get mar- 
ried for two years. You have learned a trade, have you 
not?” “Yes,” answered Miss Calder. (She is a stenog- 
rapher and bookkeeper.) “That's what I get,—that you 
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hae learned a trade. Just stick to it, girlie, for two years 
more,” said the medium. “ Have you lately changed posi- 
tions?’”’ asked Mrs. Roberson. ‘‘ No,” answered Miss Cal- 
der, truthfully. ‘ Well, I see two changes in store for you,” 
said Mrs. Roberson. “Do yousew?” “A little,” answered 
Miss Calder. (She sews very little, less than the average 
girl.) “I see that you sew,” said Mrs. Roberson. “ Didn’t 
some one round you hurt his finger?” Miss Calder could 
not think of anything like this for some time, but finally 
recollected thit the aforesaid “present beau” had cut his 
finger very ba ‘v a few weeks ago; the finger had bled for 
an hour or so,a_ ‘ Miss Calder had tied it up. 

“ Does any one drink round you?” “ Yes,” Miss Calder 
made answer. “Is it your father?” “Yes,” said Miss 
Calder, truthfully. “I smell the liquor,” replied the me- 
dium. “I get it that he aint a bad pop, and don’t drink 
often, but when he does he’s cross to your mother; I hear 
scolding.” “That is right,” answered Miss Calder. (Her 
father takes off about a week every three months, at which 
time he drinks to excess and is terribly cross; he really only 
drinks for three days about, but takes off the rest of that 
week to rest up. Ordinarily, however, he is very amiable 
and steady.) “Your mother feels that your father ought 
not spend his money so foolishly [correct], just like any 
woman would feel,” said the medium. 

“ Now this man you’re goin’ to marry will be much su- 
perior to the one you're goin’ with now. He’ll be educated, 
and will do bookkeeping in an office. He will not be from 
this town. Will wear steel colored clothes when you first 
meet him and will be real stylish. He'll have a gold tooth 
in the front of his mouth, to one side. He'll only have one 
habit,—smoking. Will be a perfect man. Do you like dark 
haired men better than light?”’ ‘“ No,” answered Miss Cal- 
der. “ That’s what I get,—that you don’t. Well, this man 
will have light brown hair and blue eyes. Are you musical?” 
“A little—I like music,” answered Miss Calder. “ Well, 
your husband and children will be very musical. You will 
be very happy. Your first husband will die after you have 
been married 1, 2, 3, 4, etc., etc..—17—I can’t quite get that 
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number, maybe 17 years. Then you will be a widow about 
four years. The man you'll marry first will wear a ring 
(indicated which finger here) but I can’t tell what kind of 
ring, ‘cause I can’t quite see that.” 

“Has your mother six children?” “No,” answered 
Miss Calder, truthfully. “ Well, were there ever six in your 
family?” “ Yes,” truthfully answered Miss Calder. (There 
were four children.) “ Have you three brothers?” “No,” 
answered Miss Calder. “Is there one?” “Yes.” (Cor- 
rect.) “Isn’t one going to school?” “Yes.” (Correct.) 
“Well, you will have just as many children as your mother, 
and the same kind, one boy and three girls. Two will die; 
a boy and girl will live.” 

“Isn’t some one sickly in your family? ”’ asked Mrs. Rob- 
erson. “No,” answered Miss Calder. “Isn’t your 
brother?” “No.” (He is very strong and _ healthy.) 
Then Miss Calder said, ‘“ Well, my father has rheumatism 
and it bothers him sometimes.” “See? That’s what I 
mean. And don’t he cough with that?” “No,” answered 
Miss Calder, truthfully. 

“Isn't there a message from my grandmother?” inquired 
Miss Calder. A period of silence ensued. Then, “ She says 
she’s so glad you have come to talk to her! Wasn’t she a 
very little woman?” “ Yes,” truthfully replied Miss Calder. 
“And didn’t she favor one grandchild a great deal?” “ Yes,” 
came the truthful reply from Miss Calder, who was herself 
the favored one. ‘“‘ One was named after her, wasn’t she?” 
“Yes,” answered Miss Calder. (She herself was her name- 
sake.) “Grandma says you mustn’t feel bad ’cause she 
died; she says she’s very happy in the other world; that she 
aint old like she was here in this place. She says she’s been 
wanting so long to talk to you!” “Can’t she tell me her 
name?” asked Miss Calder. “ Grandma,” began Mrs. Rob- 
erson, “won't you tell your little granddaughter your 
name?” And now we heard all sorts of names; some cor- 
responded to the names of relatives and a few did not; most 
of them could be applied to the different members of a very 
large range of relatives. Miss Calder stated, however, that 
she did not know the relatives of her grandmother’s second 
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eid. (She did not reveal, however, that her ses 
mother had a second husband, merely saying “my grand- 
mother’s husband,” thinking it might have some influence; 
but no reference was made to this.) Mrs. Roberson kept in- 
sisting that there was a Margaret, however much Miss Cal- 
der said she knew of none. (We thought that perhaps Miss 
Calder having called me by that name might have had some 
bearing on this.) Then, among other names, Mrs. Rober- 
son said “‘ Florence,” but Miss Calder said she knew of no 
one by that name, having in mind relatives only. My name 
is Florence, but she did not think of that, and I did not wish 
to disclose the fact. “ Didn’t your grandmother have trouble 
with her head?” “No,” answered Miss Calder. (The 
grandmother did have a little mental trouble, most people 
thought, as she was very peculiar, but Miss Calder did not 
interpret the medium’s question as referring to that kind of 
trouble, so gave the negative answer.) “ Well, I get that 
she had a paralytic stroke. Is that right?” “ Yes,” an- 
swered Miss Calder. (Some years ago she had had a par- 
mye stroke.) “And didn’t she have trouble with her 
eyes?” “ Yes, that is, with one eye,” answered Miss Calder. 
(The eyelid drooped, Miss Calder informs me.) “ Well, I 
get now that your grandmother died of something affecting 
the chest, stomach and heart, is that right?”’ asked the me- 
dium. “No,” answered Miss Calder. (But this may have 
been an incorrect answer, as can be seen later.) “I get that 
there was choking and suffering; is that right?” “ Yes,” 
answered Miss Calder, truthfully. “Grandma says she just 
slept away aiter the suffering; and that now she’s all right,” 
announced the medium. “She sends you the message that 
you should be a good girl and save your money, because 
there may come a time when you will need it more than 
now.” 

Mrs. Roberson again tried to get the grandmother's 
name, but without success, so said she would let her rest 
awhile, that Grandma would reveal her name when she got 
ready. She gave the names of several more relatives and 
gave several names which Miss Calder could not place. 
Then Mrs. Roberson asked, “ Did any one in your family die 
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ome an ected cause?” ‘“ Yes,” answered Miss Calder, 
thinking of a second cousin whose head had been chopped 
off by accident. 

Then Mrs. Roberson tried for the name of “ Grandma ” 
again but was not successful. She quite insisted that there 
was a Margaret, but Miss Calder again denied this. Then 
the medium queried, “ Melissa?” “ No,” came Miss Cal- 
der’s answer. (Just before pronouncing this name, the me- 
dium had asked if it wasn’t an old-fashioned name, and was 
answered in the affirmative.) Then Mrs. Roberson asked, 
“Is it a common name?” “ Yes,” answered Miss Calder. 
But even with this help it seemed impossible for Mrs. Rob- 
erson to get the right name, so she decided to let that subject 
rest for awhile, saying, “ Grandma aint ready to give you her 
name just yet but she'll tell you after awhile, bless the poor 
dear.” 

Now Miss Calder wished to know something concerning 
her grandmother’s peculiar death, so asked more bluntly 
than she had really intended to, “Ask her why she left us.” 
I was much surprised to see Mrs. Roberson betray her as- 
tonishment at this question; she sat bolt upright and plainly 
showed surprise in her voice as she repeated, “Ask her why 
she left you!” “ Yes,” answered Miss Calder, “she took 
her life.’ At this the medium said, “ Well, the poor thing, 
vou see she was ashamed to talk about that before me.” <A 
short silence ensued. ‘Then, from the medium, “ Did she cut 
herself?”’ “ No,’ answered Miss Calder. ‘‘ Well, she in- 
tended to do it that way at first,” replied Mrs. Roberson. 
“Now I get that it was a mistake,” essayed the medium. 
“No, it was not a mistake,” replied Miss Calder. ‘“* Wasn’t 
she takin’ medicine?” asked the medium. “ No,” came Miss 
Calder’s answer. “ Well, Grandma says it was a mistake to 
kill herself, but that you should not worry, as she’s happy 
now and everything’s all right. That’s what I meant by ‘mis- 
take.’ I get it now that she used an acid; aint that right?” 
“ Yes,” Miss Calder responded. ‘And she used a lot of it too, 
—three ounces,” further stated Mrs. Roberson. (Do not 
know as to this at present.) “She had three burns on her 
lips from the acid, didn’t she,” asked the medium. “ Yes,” 
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Miss Calder made response. (And Miss Calder says this 
was true.) “See? Now how did I know that? Don’t that 
show we can communicate with the spirits?” said Mrs. Rob- 
erson, evidently much elated. “And her hands, that is, her 
finger tips, were burned too,” stated she further. “ Yes,” 
replied Miss Calder, and she informs me that this was true 
as well. “And didn’t you find the bottle some distance from 
your Grandma?” “ Yes,” came the reply, in truth. “ But 
it was in the same room,” said the medium. “ Correct,” 
said Miss Calder, truthfully. “ Well, the acid burned the 
poor thing so she just threw it from her real hard,” further 
said the medium. (Miss Calder says the bottle was found 
in a far corner of the room.) “And didn’t you find some- 
thin’ tore around her?” “ Yes,” responded Miss Calder. 
(She says her gown was torn round the neck and chest.) 
“At what time did she do this,” asked Miss Calder. ‘“ Well, 
when you found her she was still warm,” said Mrs. Rober- 
son, “and it happened about four o’clock.” (Miss Calder 
had indicated, before the medium gave the time, that the 
body had been warm on finding it. The time given was not 
correct, as the victim had been downstairs at 6.30, then went 
back upstairs and was found shortly after 7.30, dead, and the 
body was still warm, as stated.) “ Where did she get the 
drug,’ Miss Calder wished to know. “A little boy was sent 
by her for it,’ came the answer. (Miss Calder says this is 
not correct, as they traced it up and:found she had gotten it 
herself, and that her own name was in the book in the drug 
store where she had procured it, in her own handwriting. ) 
“ You see I asked you before if somebody in your family 
didn’t die an accidental death,” said the medium, evidently 
trying to defend herself for not having told about this inci- 
dent before. “I didn’t consider this accidental,” said Miss 
Calder. ‘“ Well, that’s what it is,” said Mrs. Roberson. 
““And I said it concerned the chest, stomach and heart, and 
that’s right too, cause she choked and the acid affected all 
those parts,’ the medium further vindicated her former 
statements. “ Your grandma left some property, didn’t 
she?” “Yes,” came the answer. (Correct.) “ And didn’t 
she have some bedding and furniture in her room that be- 
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longed to her?” asked Mrs. Roberson. “ Yes,” said Miss 
Calder. 

“Ask her why she left us; my father blames my mother; 
what does she say about that,’ inquired Miss Calder. 
“Well, she lived with you, didn’t she?” asked the medium. 
“Yes,” replied Miss Calder. “And your father was her 
youngest son, wasn’t he?” “Yes.” (He was her only son.) 
“ Didn’t she live with you quite awhile?” “ Yes,” came 
Miss Calder’s answer. “I get one, two,—almost two years,” 
said Mrs. Roberson, and Miss Calder said that was correct, 
which is true. “ Well, Grandma says that she blamed your 
mother a good deal too, but she sees now that it was her 
own fault, and that she would never have taken her life if 
her mind had not been affected. Her husband died some 
years ago, didn’t he?” ‘“ Yes,” said Miss Calder, with truth. 
“Grandma says that ever since her husband died her mind 
has been affected and she knows she was funny and hard to 
get along with and must have been awful trying on your 
mother, and she feels awful sorry she caused her so much 
worry, but she thanks her now and blesses her every night. 
She lost property, didn’t she?” “ Yes,” said Miss Calder. 
(Correct.) “And didn’t she have a fire and then lose prop- 
erty?” “Yes,” said Miss Calder. (Also correct.) “ Well, 
she says losing her husband, her property, and then your 
father drinking too all made her feel bad and she didn’t feel 
as if she had any home, so thought she’d better end it all. 
She often wanted to kill herself before but didn’t have cour- 
age when the time came.” (Miss Calder says this is correct, 
—that she often would complain about not having a home, 
being a mother-in-law and in the way, and that she would 
kill herself some dav ) “She says she’s sorry for your 
mother and that she knows your mother worries about her 
death often, but she wishes she would come and talk to her 
so she could make her know she didn’t blame her. She 
thanks and blesses her and puts her arms round your mother 
every night.” 

“Ask her if there is anything she wanted to tell us before 
she died,” requested Miss Calder. “ She wore a ring, a round 
gold ring, didn’t she?” “Yes,” said Miss Calder. “She 
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didn’t wear this to the grave, did she?” ‘“ No,” said Miss 
Calder, truthfully. “ That’s right; she says she don’t believe 
in taking those things to the grave. And didn’t she have a 
watch?” “Yes,” said Miss Calder. (Correct.) ‘“ Well, 
she wants one of you to have the ring and one of you the 
watch. And then didn’t she have a pin, a large, round pin?” 
“No, I don’t know of any,” said Miss Calder. (Correct.) 
“Then didn’t your Grandma wear a black dress to the grave, 
and didn’t you have it made over for her?” asked the me- 
dium. “ Yes,” said Miss Calder, with truth. “And didn’t 
she wear some kind of shawl about her?” “No,” replied 
Miss Calder, truthfully, so far as she knows. (The grand- 
mother was buried from the home of Miss Calder, so she is in 
a position to know about these things. ) 

Again the medium tried to get the name of Grandma, and 
tried and tried and tried for it a great many times without 
success. Mrs. Roberson became very impatient finally, the 
hour allotted for the sitting lacked only five minutes of being 
reached, but she kept on trying. Finally she said “ Fannie,” 
in sort of a listless way, as she had been saying the last few 
attempts, and as tho she did not really expect that to be cor- 
rect. But this was the correct name, as Miss Calder then 
told her. On learning this was right, Mrs. Roberson said. 
“ Well now aint that cute, girls? You see she was just goin’ 
to put us off as long as she could. Grandma says she knew 
you'd stay till you got her name and she wanted to put it off 
as long as she could, so you’d stay longer, ’cause she loves to 
talk to you and wants you to come often. And tell your 
mother to come too, it’ll make her feel better if she can talk 
to dear old Grandma.” 

This was the end of our sitting, which had lasted a few 
minutes past an hour. 

(The above was written from shorthand notes, taken at 
time of sitting.) 

I might say that Miss Harris’s, the stenographer’s, only ac- 
quaintance with this work has been in writing several re- 
ports of tests of mediums for me, and Miss Calder has no ac- 
quaintance with it. Miss Calder makes a poor sitter, as her 
interest is so intense that it leads her into making unwise 
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statements. This will be noted in many instances; notably 
in asking why the grandmother left them. And there are 
several other little suggestions of which the medium could 
have taken advantage; it really seems these mediums are not 
bright enough to use the weaknesses of their clients to the 
extent to which we accuse them. However, there may be an 
unconscious assimilation of these leading questions, and any- 
one who intends to investigate should be careful to seem to 
be talking freely, yet guard against giving any informa- 
tion. It is a great mistake to refuse to talk to the medium, 
as this raises an antagonism which is useless; and Dr. Hys- 
lop’s excellent method of saying, “Capital”, “Good”’, or 
“ First rate’, is probably the best answer yet known. It is 
useless to go to these sittings and say nothing. The only 
thing to do is to take an intelligent interest and yet not say 
anything which can be used as weakening the results. Miss 
Harris informs me that Miss Calder was very much im- 
pressed with the result of her sitting. 

Miss Harris has obligingly put the correct answers to the 
statements, that the reader can instantly know the truth of 
the medium’s guesses. The statements concerning the rings 

-and the beau might easily be guesses about any likely young 
girl. But time has shown that the two months’ limit to the 
friendship of the present beau is not correct. It was really 
four months, but the trouble was on the way more than two 
months previous. The description of the father was very 
striking and true. The new beau’s description is real old- 
fashioned Gipsy fortune telling, and at the end shows one of 
her adjustable questions; i. e., “ Do you like dark haired 
men,” etc., etc. ‘‘ No,” replies Miss Calder. “ Well, that’s 
what I get, that you don’t,” answers the medium. But if 
Miss Calder had said yes, it would have fitted that way too. 
She uses this manner of questioning considerably and always 
wins! For instance, about being sickly; she asks about the 
brother and fails. Her knowledge of a drinking father, if 
she had reflected, should have led her to lay it to him, altho 
it’s doubtful whether he has rheumatism or some slight pain- 
ful illness. At least, nothing of importance, unless to use it 
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as an excuse for not working, but she adopts the possibility 
as a successful statement. 

Miss Calder now makes her big mistake, from one point 
of the investigator’s view; namely, to ask regarding her 
grandmother, “ Why she left us,” and then telling that she 
took her life. Some investigators claim a gain by asking one 
such question, to start the flow, and then checking the qual- 
ity and accuracy by a careful stenographic report. It would 
have been an interesting experiment to have asked Miss 
Calder a week later to give her experience in her own words 
and see if she would remember that she made the above 
statements. 

From here on the medium simply wallows in guesses, 
saying it was a mistake, taking medicine, etc., etc. This 
report is well worth studying by intending investigators, as 
it shows how one question can open up a channel. After 
getting this fine start and by the acid route the rest is plain; 
i. e., She burned her lips and her fingers, the bottle was 
thrown away (same room, however), she tore her dress. 
She told that the body was found still warm, but missed this 
guess, and also the time of the deed. Here is also evidence 
of great honesty or stupidity on the part of the medium, as 
the question, “ Why did she leave us?” would be interpreted 
by almost any one as suggesting suicide, but she cannot or 
does not see this point, and says she gets it was a mistake. 
Miss Calder further reveals that the father blames the mother 
for the grandmother’s suicide, and so again opens up a vista 
which the medium is not slow to grasp. Here she gets a 
good start and uses skilfully, from the skeptic’s point, the 
suggestion made of suicide, family quarrels, drinking, etc., 
etc. It would be quite the commonest thing to have happen, 
that the old lady’s husband was dead, if she was living with 
her son, unhappily, and that she should have some little 
property and a wedding ring. 

This sitting all through supports the suspicion that one 
only has to get a sitter started and he will supply one with 
suggestions. The only remarkable thing is how often the 
poor medium fails to profit by the carelessness of the sitter 
to the extent possible. The record of Mrs. Roberson’s hits 
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and misses could be greatly improved by careful use of the 
statements given her. Here too drifts in one of the Piper 
incidents, getting a name or information as the consciousness 
of the medium gropes through the mists of the trance condi- 
tion. Only Mrs. Roberson does not go into any sort of trance. 
But she finally, after much guessing, gets “ Fannie,” which 
is correct. It is not getting the name that counts, but that 
the way it comes out suggests similar experiences with Mrs. 
Piper. To my mind she spoils the incident by her foolish 
explanation of why Grandma did not give her name sooner. 
I have known so many good things discounted by explana- 
tion that we must admit explanations do not elucidate posi- 
tive statements. Miss Calder was quite impressed with her 
sitting and does not dream of the aid she gave the medium. 
This, I believe, would be the common fate of most wonderful 
sittings, if the sitters could compare what they think occurred 
with what actually did occur. The sitter unaccustomed to 
the work, the deadly adjustable question, the impressiveness, 
the high lights of truths, obscure the trail followed by the 
medium through the valleys and swamps. And this report, 
had it stopped with the first of Mrs. Hiller’s sittings, would 
have given the medium a greater value than I think she de- 
serves. It would be most valuable to have Miss Calder’s 
mother and father go, to have my wife go; and as the sittings 
piled up, I am confident that comparisons would show a 
deadly level of repetition which would be illuminating as to 
the supernormal value of the commercial mediums that infest 
the cities. I do not say they are fraudulent; I do not say they 
imagine it all; but it is perfectly safe ‘to say it is a wicked 
waste of money and energy to attempt to prove supernormal 
communication with such ignorant, untrained mediums, in 
isolated sittings with untrained observers. 

Miss Calder’s was the most prolific sitting of any of the 
four reported. Fifty-three positive statements were made to 
Miss Calder, thirty-eight of which were correct, eleven in- 
correct, and four partially so. I will now append my own 
sitting with Mrs. Roberson, and at the close of this account I 
append acriticism. Last of all the synopsis of the total state- 
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ments made to the three sitters, with the number correct 
and incorrect, will be given. 


Report of a Sitting with Mrs. Fanny Roberson, Medium, by 
Frank Hakius, November 22, 1911. 


I first heard of this medium through Mrs. Hiller, and her 
report of two sittings is given above. I then sent two young 
ladies, one of whom, Miss Calder, had a sitting, the report 
of which is attached to this. I then decided to go myself, 
and on Tuesday, November 21st, at a quarter of eight, in the 
evening, went to her house. She asked through the speak- 
ing tube who was there and I told her “ Mr. Brown.” Ina 
short time she let me in and I told her I wanted a sitting. 
She began at five minutes of eight and gave a long talk on 
various spiritualistic matters and the necessity of patience. 
I tried to steer her toward beginning the sitting and asked 
her what sort of medium she was. She did not know 
whether she was clairvoyant or not, and said she simply acted 
as a telephone between the spirits and sitter. When asked if 
she went into a trance she said no, she didn’t think she did, 
but did not know how she did get it. 

She then made the statement, questioningly, that “ Your 
parents are on the other side,” to which I replied they were. 
She then said that my mother was communicating with me 
and tried to tell how many children there were in the family, 
—my brothers and sisters. She got badly mixed on this and 
altho she tried a dozen different numbers, she was unable to 
get it straightened out. She said that three had weak eyes 
and three had good eyes. ‘This is fairly correct, altho I am 
the only one who can be said to have particularly weak eyes. 
She further stated that there was a birthmark or deformity 
in our family. This is not correct and she later changed it 
to saying that it was my father’s brother’s child, whose name 
was either Charles, Francis, Will or John, and the deformity 
consisted in a stiffness of the knee. (Not recognized.) Then 
a man came, with blue eyes, who had died two and one-half 
vears ago. He fell off the cars or was hurt on cars and his 
head was affected. (This could not be recognized.) The 
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medium then said my father had been sick two years before 
he died. (This is only generally speaking, as he was not par- 
ticularly ill until a short time before his death.) I wish to 
state here that all her statements are interrogations, and if 
one does not acknowledge the truth of them she quickly 
takes the opposite side and twists her words to suit the case 
if possible. She said further that my father had died before 
my mother (correct); that one in our family was very mus- 
ical (not true); that there were two religions in the family 
(true). She then asked if I was married and I answered in 
the affirmative. She said that I had been quite a bachelor 
and thought I never would get married but had thought 
enough of one girl possibly to marry her before I met my 
wife. ‘This is not very direct and is possibly true of a great 
many people. She then said she got the names Mary, Eliz- 
abeth, Catherine, Anna, and that they were round me. It is 
true, as I acknowledged, that I knew people by these names. 
We have a very large circle of relatives and these names may 
be found amongst them, but I also find that she asked Miss 
Calder the same question and gave the same names, so this, 
like smelling drink, insanity, etc., may be subjects she brings 
up for all sitters. It will be noted, as the sitting develops, 
that she says the same things to the sitters. She also got the 
names Fritz or Fred and Jacob, stating that my mother said 
they were my great grandfathers’ names. (Not correct.) 
She then asked if there had been trouble in settling the estate. 
My answer was that there was a trifle, but the estate I had 
in mind was all settled, altho she said this one was not settled 
yet, was abroad, and would come from my father’s people. 
I think there is no doubt that this is not true, as there is no 
money in question on his side of the family. She said she 
saw my wife in my office, helping me a great deal, and asked 
if this was true. I said she did not, and she quickly changed 
it, saying she saw a large woman with fair hair, a good busi- 
ness woman and very honest, and said she was more large 
than small. This does not apply to the woman who is in my 
office, 1. e., as to size. She then said that I sold goods,— 
silk,—and variously guessed that it might be umbrellas, gen- 
tlemen’s furnishings, paper, furniture or a tailor. 
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But anyway, she said, there were four things or four con- 
ditions of things that I sold. (This is not correct in any par- 
ticular.) She then got the influence of an intoxicated man 
who was fleshy, bushy, dark haired, broad, and that he was 
in my business with me, travelled for me, and had two gold 
teeth and drank considerably. (Not correct.) She then 
said also that I had another employee, who was dishonest, 
pale, high cheek-bone, gray eyes, with a lisp, and that he was 
stealing money. (Not true.) Then she got the name of 
George and two Franks and said something would soon 
break in my office, and thought it would be a steam pipe. 
Also got name of a man who had been in two accidents,— 
one with a horse and one with a gun. (Not known.) She 
then said she saw an institution and first thought it was an 
insane asylum, but on questioning the spirit, said my two 
sisters would both die from operations, the youngest one 
would die first, from an operation in the abdomen, the oldest 
one would die of cancer of the breast. She saw someone in 
an army uniform, who was unidentified. She asked me if I 
loved children and I said I did. She then said my wife had 
a weakness in the side and small of back, which is not true. 
Then she said I was going on a business trip and would be 
very successful. (Have no such trip in mind at present.) 

The hour was nearly up and she asked me if there was 
any one that I particularly wanted to hear from. I told her 
yes there was. She said, “ Did they pass out within the last 
two years?” Ireplied that they had. She asked, “A lady?” 
I said, “ No.” She then said, in a triumphant tone, “ Why 
yes, I see it is a gentleman!” This was not particularly 
bright, considering it was the only alternative. She de- 
scribed him as younger than myself, said he had a cough and 
kidney trouble, that he went out very suddenly with a hem- 
orrhage and that they had shipped the body a long distance. 
This is not true, generally speaking, of the person I had in 
mind. He was older than myself, died of diabetes, rather 
suddenly but not from hemorrhage, and the body was not 
shipped. 

My father purported then to communicate, saying that I 
had been brought up on a farm (which is not entirely true, as 
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we lived in a small village), that I had attended two schools, 
one a business school, which latter was correct. And he also 
said that every one ought to learn a trade to fall back on in 
case their profession or business failed them. (While he 
used to make this exact statement, it is not an uncommon one 
for a business man to make.) He also said that business 
had been bad for eighteen months and would be bad for a 
year more, that he could see I would leave Tunmar in a year, 
and would make two changes before finally settling down. 

My mother then purported to communicate and said that 
my one fault was smoking,—(this was a statement she fre- 
quently made),—and said she was glad I was not a slave to 
it. She also said I was not a Christian, which was a state- 
ment she made during my life. 

The medium then asked me if I had not recently taken a 
trip. My reply was that I was constantly taking trips. She 
said, “ Well, you have taken a long trip.” I said this was 
right. (Returned from Europe in August.) “ Well, your 
mother tells you you’re going to take one still longer.” 

She then said, “ Your wife’s father was a merchant, was 
he not?” TI said “ No,” and she replied, “ O, I see; it’s your 
father,” and this was correct. She also said my father had 
retired before his death, which was in a measure correct. 
She then said I had two investments, one good and one bad; 
but that the bad one was to be left alone, as it would improve 
in time. She said she got the influence that a ring had been 
lost in the water. (Nothing known of this.) My mother 
then said that I had one brother-in-law whom I liked and one 
I did not like. (True.) She also said that I had contem- 
plated or was in business with a relative. (Not true.) 

She then said that somebody wished to communicate with 
me,—that he was taller than I, stoop-shouldered but broad, 
wore glasses, had a wide face, hair thinner and grayer than 
mine, large nose, chunky hands,—the hands being especially 
noticeable in this respect,—that he was very pleasant and one 
could not make him angry; that he usually wore a smooth 
face but had a mustache when he died, the mustache being 
smaller and lighter than mine; that he had a scar on his face 
and lighter hair. She said the exact expression he used was 
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so mighty little lighter.” The medium continued, saying 
that he had fainted once and that his kidneys and throat were 
affected; that he died of apoplexy at night, and was about to 
take a journey; that he cleared his voice often in speaking; 
was a German, and was very fond of horses and women, and 
that at his death there were two ladies with him, his wife and 
another woman. 

In some respects this is a fair description of a friend of 
mine who recently died, and the statement, “so mighty little 
lighter ” was characteristic of him. He had a smaller mus- 
tache, which was grayer, died of diabetes and had a catarrh 
which caused him to clear his throat frequently. I do not 
think horses and women were particular attractions to him. 
If she had let the statemént go, that there were two women 
with him when he died, it would have been a very good point ; 
but she further elaborated that one was his mistress and one 
his wife. If applicable to my friend, it would be his niece 
and wife. The medium also said that he had had a watch and 
chain given him as an honor.. (Not true.) In trying to get 
his name, she gave the following:—James, Albert, Max, 
David, Daniel, Frank, John, Will, Albert, Sam, Nick, and the 
initials, C. M., none of which were correct. She then gave a 
long talk about his advice to me regarding investments, which 
was not at all characteristic of the man. She also said she 
got disturbances in the head and that there were two insane 
in his family. (Not true, to my knowledge.) Also said that 
he wanted me to wear cork-soled shoes and recommended a 
particular bank in this city. She then said that she could 
smell liquor or medicine. This was only partially true, as 
while he would smell of medicine he would not smell of 
liquor. But she seems to make this statement in every in- 
stance. She said there had been a sickness two years ago oi 
his mother. When I said this could not be true, that his 
mother was dead, her answer was “ Why of course, it is his 
mother-in-law!” When I said that I thought that was in- 
correct, her answer was “ Well, that’s what he says,” which 
phrase she uses a great deal. My friend also told her that 
they had seen me in a spiritual room in another lady’s house 
and also in church in another city, which was not true. ‘This 
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medium makes frequent use of words of which she does not 
fully understand the meaning and gives a most peculiar 
“Mrs. Partington” effect to her conversation. She then 
stated that her address had been given to me by a lady, which 
was correct. She then got the knowledge that someone 
had been poisoned near me and suddenly said, “ Walter, 
Walter,—is the name of your friend,’ which is not true. 
She then said that she got the name Julia and Harry and 
then there was silence a few moments and she said, “ O, why 
his name is Louis,” which was correct. She then said he 
had laughed many times and had been trying to tease me by 
refusing to give me his correct name. She said that he 
and I had frequently smoked together, which was true, and 
that we had gone on a long trip together, to the East, which 
was true. She said he left this city in August, 1910, and said 
he died in October, 1910; the first was correct, but the last 
not, as he did not die until a year later. She then tried to 
describe his wife and said that she was taller than either he, 
my wife or myself. When I seemed to doubt this, she made 
so many changes as to who was the tallest, that she was cer- 
tain to be correct in some*of her answers. She then spoke 
of the wives and said that one was dark and one light but got 
colors wrong. She said correctly that my wife was the 
heavier in weight and that he thought she was the better 
dressed woman, but the statement that he could never see 
any faults in his own wife is far from the truth. She then 
said that one of the reasons he liked my wife was that she 
was better stock and not of such common stock as his own 
wife; this really would express his own sentiments. But it 
is not true when he said his wife had a high temper, as she 
is anything but high-tempered. She also said that his wife 
got considerable insurance and property on his death, which 
is not true. She got some small insurance but the property 
was hers before she was married. She then said she would 
get my name and tried the following,—Edward, Philip, then 
she said “ Your name has a J in it,’—Adam, Ross, Pete, 
Henry, Francis. I have asked her if she often got names 
and she said “ Very frequently,” which was not what she told 
Mrs. Hiller. She then gave the name George, which she 
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thought certainly was the name, speaking it in much the way 
as she had pronounced Louis, in getting my friend’s name. 
Martin, Herman, Arthur, William, Willard, Wilhelm, Wil- 
bert, were then tried, and finally she said she was unable to 
get the name and asked me what my name was. When I 
told her she said “ Why I told you that name sometime ago,” 
but I showed her, by reference to the notes, that she had 
spoken the name “ Walter” with reference to the name of 
my friend. Then she said, “ Well, I guess I got mixed, be- 
cause when I saw him he came up and said that name twice, 
evidently meaning you, and I thought he was trying to tell 
me his name.” This séance had lasted two hours and fifteen 
minutes and she tried to give it a very business-like trend in 
advising me as to my business affairs, in which she was miles 
away from the true facts. She said she was frequently fooled 
by spirits who would give wrong names and refuse to reveal 
to her the right name until they had kept her guessing a 
long while. 

This closed the séance and the account as given above is 
taken from five sheets of notes written at the time, and the 
account practically contains everything she said, except the 
talks on patience and heavenly conditions and the love spirits 
had for their friends. 

In my sitting, forty-eight positive statements were made, 
of which twelve were correct, thirty-one incorrect, and five 
partially so. Besides the synopsis of hits and misses, not 
much need be added to this report. When I wrote it from 
my notes, which were freely taken, as Mrs. Roberson said she 
had no objection, I commented on its accuracy. When I 
think of this sitting my mind instantly reverts to the descrip- 
tion of my friend who had fat fingers and cleared his throat 
a great deal. The dramatic play of this incident was excel- 
lent. She acted it capitally, placing her hand with a stiff 
gesture before her mouth while she gave a hacking cough, 
exactly simulating the general effect as he used to do. Yet 
on the whole her misses in the only incident in which she 
scored at all were so many and so important that a re-reading © 
of it shows how one can easily distort the perspective by re- 
membering so vivid a dramatic incident as the cough plus the 
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action, and allow the memory to blur the many fatally inac- 
curate statements made with all positiveness. One cannot 
but wonder if this is not the case in the wonderful tales that 
are told of experiences from memories extending over many 
years. An incident that is acted has somewhat the reminis- 
cent value of an odor. It immediately takes high rank be- 
cause, as with an odor, it cannot be distinguished by the spe- 
cial sense as any different from the original. Our brain plays 
queer pranks with relative values, and the person who wishes 
to “ research ” would better rely on written accounts. 

There was not in her description of my family, business, 
or life, anything exact enough to suggest that she was on a 
true scent. The incident second in value was when she said 
my friend had said, “ Walter, Walter,’ and she thought he 
was trying to give his name, and really was giving mine. I 
gave her a correct mark for this, altho he never in his life 
called me by this name. The incident third in value was 
when she saw two women with him. He had a niece who 
lived with him, and if seen by an on-looker, it might easily be 
inferred that she occupied a nearer and more important rela- 
tion than this, because of the active part she took in his af- 
fairs. It was a bad error to interpret this as she did. I 
think she did this on her own responsibility entirely, not 
claiming to have authority from her guides for it. 

I have been much interested and instructed in preparing 
these three séances, all within a few days of each other, with 
the same medium, and each rather more than ordinarily 
checked up by notes at the time, and then the whole written 
out within a day of the occurrences. I am quite sure either 
of the sittings would gain in apparent evidential value by re- 
telling and lapse of time. Miss Calder’s report, written 
twelve months after the sitting, and without ever having read 
the notes on her sitting, proves quite interesting. 

Mrs. Hiller evidently does not think much of her sitting, 
altho there are some capital hits in it that are difficult of ex- 
planation by chance guessing, with the facts as we have them. 
The statements are complex and complete, bold and terse, 
and are true,—not fished after or mutilated by hesitation. 
My own sitting, I think, was the poorest of the three. I 
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think lama poor sitter. I never get anything good. I tried 
to fairly help the medium, and got a tremendous outpouring, 
but failed to recognize much as belonging to me. This is 
my usual experience, in the few isolated sittings I have had. 
One thing we must admit, if we accept a human survival 
after bodily death, is that these crude old machines are in 
line as truly as Mesdames Piper, Smead or Chenoweth, and 
it may be a few actual vibrations do get through or we might 
say are caught by these wandering coherers of the unknown 
science, just as the boy outside the ball park knows that a 
home run has been made, from the incoherent mass of con- 
fusion, and can report it to his chums, altho he can only sur- 
mise who released the energy and directed it. The man ina 
better position can supply detail, but the boy’s main state- 
ment is a fact. Certainly there must be all grades of instru- 
ments as in everything mortal, and one of the best proofs of 
their belief in the thing as they get it is, so few seem to be 
alert enough to look up or prepare a brief for their client. 
Dr. Hyslop showed this beautifully in his recent Journal 
article (Journal Am. §. P. R., Vol. V, pp. 241-257), detailing 
a report of a Brooklyn medium’s sitting, which was an abso- 
lute failure, altho she knew for weeks who her sitter was to 
be! The credulous will say, “ She played for a failure,” but 
I doubt this. They are lethargic creatures, plastic, receptive 
and negative, and so thoroughly believe in the truth of what 
they get from “ somewhere,” that they make no effort to 
seek for facts which they could use as communications from 
their guides. I do not fail to except a few who are the rare 
exceptions. I also believe that a person who had given this 
some attention and practice could fake a séance with the av- 
erage sitter which would show a larger percentage of hits 
than they do, but the quality of the hits would be poorer. 
In other words, they would give quantity rather than quality. 
There would be none of those arrows which pierce the gold, 
as one or two did in Mrs. Hiller’s first sitting, but the general 
average would be higher. 
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Synopsis. 
Sittings | Statements | Correct | Incorrect | Partially 
:. “eee yin 12 | 7 3 2 
I «6 oid. t gall ace 53 38 11 4 
SN Zibc vedas 48 12 31 5 
Totals .........--| 18 | 57] | 
Percentage of each! | 50% | 40% | 10% 








Statement of Impression the Sitting with Mrs. Roberson Had 


Upon Miss Calder, as Dictated by Miss Calder, Jan. 17, 
1913.* 


The sitting as a whole did not impress me very deeply. 
Certain parts of it seemed to affect me more than others, and 
I absorbed them more readily, but none of it impressed me 
very much, and it did not seem very interesting, except some 
few parts. The thing which especially impressed me was 
where she spoke of my mother’s cousin being hurt and said 
his head troubled him so. He was killed in a saw-mill, his 
head having been chopped off, and her description of this I 
thought very good. 


Then, too, she mentioned a good many Christian names 


* The record of Miss Calder has a special interest, particularly when 
taken in connection with the statements of Miss Harris. It is not often 
that we get evidence that mere respectability influences one’s statements 
about facts of this kind. The lady seems to have been quite enthusiastic 
about the experiences at the time they occurred and retained her belief 
in their significance in private conversation, but when asked to give her 
own personal account assumes the scientific role and minimizes them. 
She has very well imitated the academic style of discussing such phe- 
nomena. It is true that her account was written out a year after the 
sitting, but in the stenographic record she had all the facts before her, 
and we may assume that the first enthusiastic impressions, especially the 
emotional interests, had subsided. But this does not explain the differ- 
ence of attitude between her private and her public statement about the 
facts. It is an instance in which we have illustrated the fact that state- 
ments against the supernormal may be influenced as much by respecta- 
bility as statements for it may be influenced by prejudices of another 
sort. In this case the incredulity seems to have been simulated. I 
wonder if some of our academic men may not be playing the same game. 
The facts, of course, are not impressive and would not move a scientific 
man to any conviction for the supernormal, but even as feats at guessing 
they should have escaped the method of treatment they received. This 
is not a criticism of the treatment, but a comment on the revelation of 
the unconscious motives and prejudices that appear whenever a new 
truth has to face public scrutiny—Editor. 
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of wilaltioa but there .s a large circle of relatives and this 
may have been less wonderful than it at first seemed. This 
would have impressed me more deeply, had she given the 
name of my grandmother, who had died shortly before the 
sitting. This incident (my grandmother’s death), I had 
counted upon as making quite a prominent part of my sitting. 
My paternal grandmother had taken her life a few months 
prior to this reading, and I expected this woman to mention 
something of this sort; but she said nothing whatever until I 
asked her the leading question, “ Why did my grandmother 
leave us?” Before this I was very much interested and 
thought that perhaps Mrs. Roberson had some knowledge of 
the psychical, but when she failed entirely to touch upon this 
one point I lost all belief in her power. 

A point which I considered quite amusing was when I 
refused to answer some question, saying instead, “ That is 
why Icameto you. Don’t youknow?” She flew into quite 
a rage. 

Another thing which she mentioned, and which really was 
true, was that I should have a great misunderstanding with a 
young man. What she said was true, but perhaps the ex- 
periences she related were only general, and such as might 
occur to almost any young person; and I may have been too 
willing to apply all she said to my particular case. I am 
writing this synopsis of my impressions more than a year 
later, and have in this time found the prophecy to be wrong 
in part at least. She said we would “never make up,” 
whereas we have, but perhaps not fully, so that her saying 
may have been correct anyway, dependent upon what she 
means by the term, “ make up.” 

There was a great deal said at the reading which I cannot 
remember, and a great deal of the time was spent by her 
funny little grunts, beckoning the spirits to come, etc. 

I was told I took a great deal after my father; this may 
not be important, but it is true. 

She also made a very true remark concerning our home 
and family relations and conditions. She said my father 
would outgrow the habit of drink, and this has come to pass. 

The medium spent a great deal of time in acting out the 

















A Study of Some Mediumistic Experiments. 165 


part, evidently to impress us with the mystery of the other 
world. She said the spirits spoke so faintly she could hardly 
hear them; she said grandmother was so weak, etc., etc., and 
would bend her ear away over, low to the floor, etc., to en- 
able her to hear the message from the other side. 

But what seemed so queer to me about this medium (as 
well as others I have met), is that she was so decidedly hu- 
man. She seemed like a very ordinary woman, and was in- 
terested in worldly affairs. 

At first I was impressed, I must confess, with a few of the 
remarks, but the more I thought about it, the more I realized 
that they were very general remarks and might apply to al- 
most any one. 


FANNIE CALDER, per F. H. 


Statement of Impression the Expression of Miss Calder 
Made Upon Miss Harris. 


It was quite a surprise to me to hear Miss Calder’s view 
of what effect her sitting with Miss Roberson had upon her, 
as related in her statement of the impression left by this me- 
dium’s statements and actions. The whole affair, I believe, 
is much clearer in my mind than in Miss Calder’s, as I was 
cautioned to be very careful in all my observations, take 
shorthand notes, etc., etc. The notes were freely taken and 
copied, so that I became quite familiar with what passed. At 
different times I would open a discussion on the subject with 
Miss Calder, to see what her views were. 

The evening of the séance, perhaps less than one-half hour 
after it had closed, we met Miss Calder’s mother down town, 
and I was quite surprised at the excited and credulous man- 
ner in which Miss Calder discussed and related all that had 
been said at the medium’s home. She seemed to have im- 
plicit faith in all that had been said, and especially dwelt on 
all that pertained to her grandmother’s death, assuring her 
mother that there was no reason for further worry on this 
score, as her grandmother had said she was at peace, and did 
not blame Mrs. Calder in the least for the conditions which 
made her weary of life. 
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Several times after this, I would lead up to this subject, 
and Miss Calder would often quote something very inaccu- 
rately as having been said at the sitting. And she is more 
accurate ordinarily than most people, I have found, so that 
this rather surprised me; and as time has gone on, her views 
have become still more inaccurate, altho she gets the main 
drift quite well, but the details are invariably wrong, accord- 
ing to my notes. 

At no time, however, have I ever thought that she would 
make a statement such as she has to-day written, regarding 
her impressions. As a rule Miss Calder is willing to believe 
almost anything a palmist or medium tells her, especially if it 
coincides with what she likes to believe. I have discovered 
this since the meeting discussed herein. I am convinced, 
from all I have heard and observed concerning this sitting, 
that Miss Calder really was very deeply and unusually im- 
pressed by the medium’s statements, especially in the begin- 
ning, and think that the very number of statements which 
she quotes as being true, and the very little she ever recalls 
as being incorrect, proves this toa certain extent. She never 
has said that anything which was told her at that time was 
absolutely untrue; i. e., those parts which she remembers of 
the meeting. (A few she pronounced untrue at the time of 
sitting.) All she seems to remember of the sitting she pro- 
nounces true, in her talks with me on the subject. (I never 
try to bias her judgment on any of the incidents she dis- 
cusses about the matter.) But the main objection which she 
seems to have against the whole affair, so far as I can see, is 
that the medium seemed so ordinary (being interested in the 
laying of carpets, her daughter’s pleasures, etc., etc., which 
she freely discussed with us before the reading began.) And 
she did not like the medium’s manner in getting a message, 
as she made so many foolish remarks, etc., and there was so 
much “horse play,” in Miss Calder’s own words. 


FLORENCE HARRIS. 
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EDITORIAL. 


DR. IVOR TUCKETT, SIR RAY LANKESTER, AND 
SIR BRYAN DONKIN ON TELEPATHY. 


Bedrock, an English Quarterly Review, has started a con- 
troversy between Dr. Ivor Tuckett, Sir Ray Lankester and 
Sir Bryan Donkin, on the one side, and Sir Oliver Lodge and 
other members of the Society for Psychical Research on the 
other, about Telepathy. The three first named are all rabid 
opponents of it, denying in toto that there is any scientific evi- 
dence whatever for it. This is chiefly interesting for the 
present writer for the reason that many of the members of 
the English Society have been pressing this process as an ex- 
planation of very complicated mediumistic phenomena, as- 
suming that telepathy has been proved, while the outside 
Philistines wholly deny that there is any such thing as telep- 
athy at all. This offers a very interesting situation for that 
public which has gone about swallowing miracles about telep- 
athy while the sturdy scientists ridicule the existence of such 
a thing. ‘The present writer having no prejudices in favor 
of telepathy can look on rather calmly while the Kilkenny 
cats devour each other. It is certainly high time to reduce 
that much abused term to a definite meaning, to subject it to 
the definition and analysis that all other scientific conceptions 
receive. 

It is noticeable that all three of these sceptical writers do 
not give any definition of what they understand is meant by 
the term “telepathy”. It is not even clear that they as- 
sume the earlier conception of Mr. Myers and the Society. 
This definition was “the communication of impressions of 
any kind from one mind to another, independently of the 
recognized channels of sense.” This definition has usually 
prevailed since, tho later the process was distinguished from 
telesthesia which is the more technical term for perception at 
a distance where perhaps no other than the percipient mind 
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is involved, and I should be willing to accept the definition 
here given of telepathy provided we understand by it noth- 
ing more than a description of the facts and provided that we 
do not interpret it either as implying any known process of 
communication or as an explanation of any process. On ac- 
count of the difficulties attending the definition and the as- 
sumptions often made with the term, I have for a long time 
been defining telepathy as a mere name for facts and not im- 
plying any known or conjecturable process whatever for ef- 
fecting it. Hence to me telepathy is a name for mental co- 
incidences not due to chance or guessing and not due to 
normal sense perception. Whether it occurs as a fact 
is not concerned in the conception of it. We only define 
what it would be if it were a fact. The main point about 
this is that the definition assumes nothing about the 
directness or indirectness of the process involved. It has 
always been assumed that the telepathy was a direct process 
between living minds. That, however, is the problem. The 
existence of the facts establishing the coincidences not due to 
chance or guessing and not due to normal sense perception 
does not determine the latter hypothesis, which has to be in- 
vestigated separately. The reason for assuming that it was 
between the living was the desire not to introduce causes 
whose existence had still to be proved, while the known pos- 
sible causes were the living. Besides it was an ad hominem 
concession to the sceptic who had to be converted to a super- 
normal which had no spiritistic appearance before he would 
listen to still more remarkable things. But this was a device 
for conversion, not a necessity for science. In the course of 
time the ad hominem concession to the sceptic became an as- 
sumed fact, which upholders of telepathy had no right to 
make. It is perhaps because of this that the whole contro- 
versy has recently arisen. 

Now Dr. Tuckett, Sir Ray Lankester and Sir Bryan Don- 
kin do not tell us what they understand telepathy to be, and 
until they do so, controversy is useless. What is it they are 
opposing? We cannot accept or deny their position until 
we know this all important thing. Now if “telepathy ” be 
taken only as a name for the facts of mental coincidences not 
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due to chance, etc., I must say that there is abundant evidence 
of such coincidences not due to chance or to normal sense 
perception. But whether there is evidence of anything more 
is another matter. If telepathy is to include the idea that the 
communication is and must be assumed to be between living 
minds, I should quite agree with these sceptics that there is 
not any scientific evidence whatever for such a process. 
There are plentiful facts proving the coincidences not due to 
chance, etc., but not one showing that the process is a direct 
one or that it is between and only between living minds. I 
fully agree with scepticism on that point, and [ am glad to see 
a controversy, that should have taken place long ago, right 
within the ranks of the Society. There has been too much 
confusion of the problem of conversion with the problem of 
explanation. We concede things for the sake of argument 
with the sceptic that may not be true at all, but which appeal 
to his prejudices, but we should not assume that this settles 
any scientific problem. 

Dr. Tuckett and his colleagues may be as faulty as their 
opponents in this matter. There is no indication in their dis- 
cussion of what they are talking about. All that readers of 
a careful and critical type can discover is a general and vio- 
lent antagonism against something, no one knows what. 
They remind you of the Irishman who was always “ agin the 
government’, tho he did not know what the government 
stood for. They will have to define more accurately and 
analyze the problem before their diatribes will be worth 
much. With one conception of telepathy, they are opposing 
a truism; and with the other, they are defending one. To 
the present writer the controversy is welcome as putting 
people by the ears who ought to have been clear long ago. 
It will be a healthy situation when we can distinguish clearly 
between facts which have evidence for their existence, and 
hypotheses about their nature and occurrence which have no 
evidence whatever for themselves. We may then hope to 
make progress in the discussion of the issue. 
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EXPERIMENTS CONTINUED. 
By James H. Hyslop. 
X. Various Relatives. 
1. Introduction. 


The incidents in this part of the record are excellent 
and are proof against any ordinary access by normal 
methods. This is particularly true of my Aunt Julia. She 
had died in the far West many years ago and had not been 
seen by me since 1863. I knew nothing about her except 
her name and general character. Her life had been spent in 
the far West and in a very obscure way. Only two daugh- 
ters and a son survive her and they lived far apart. I did not 
know myself where one daughter and the son lived, and would 
not have known where the other daughter lived but for her 
care of an aunt during several years. Some of the incidents 
were not known by this daughter and had to be verified by 
inquiry elsewhere. 

The incidents, too, connected with Aunt Cora are good 
where they are true and verifiable. She too died in the far 
West eight or ten years ago. I knew little of her life and it 
was inaccessible by any ordinary methods. ‘The facts con- 
nected with her can be set down as very good tests, as the 
physical evidence of their truth in some cases disappeared at 
least sixty years ago, and also all the persons but two who 
might remember them. Consequently the incidents may be 
counted as most excellent ones. 

My cousin Robert McClellan was mentioned in my first 
Piper Report, so that his name might have been obtained 
there. The fact is, however, that his name was not men- 
tioned, except the Robert, and he was identified by the inci- 
dents told about him, and these were new ones, some of them 
not known by any living person except his widow. His mes- 
sages had much confusion in them and only a part of them 
are excellent. 
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2. Incidents. 


In the course of the experiments several relatives tried to 
make their presence and personal identity manifest. In no 
case did they apparently try to get their full names through, 
but only their Christian names. One apparently did not try 
this much, tho the incidents and the mistake regarding his 
own wife still living with enough of her surname to make 
clear who was meant indicated with whom I had to reckon. 
My father was said by the controls to be responsible for their 
presence and he often appeared to be assisting them. But 
the groups of facts, whether directly or indirectly sent by the 
persons whose identity is involved are such that they deserve 
consideration by themselves and shall receive it. 


All are 
through Mrs. Chenoweth. 


1. Aunt Cora. 


On November 26th, 1910, in the normal, and before the 
subliminal approach to the trance manifested itself, Mrs. 
Chenoweth got the names Cora, May, Hattie and Rob. The 
name Hattie is not recognizable in this connection, but the 
other three are. Cora is the name of my Aunt and Aunt by 
marriage of the Rob mentioned and Grand Aunt of the May, 
supposing that the persons are those I take them to be. 


On April 20th, 1911, this Aunt apparently communicated 
the following incidents: 


* Do you know a woman or girl who had black hair which 
she wore high on her head, a slender form, a small face with 
dark eyes and rather dark skin and vivacious manners. I think 
her name is [pause.] Wait a minute, I lost it. I had it a mo- 


ment ago. [Pause.] C [pause.] ora. She is eager to come here. 
Do you know her? 


( Possibly, go on.) 

She is with your own people and has been gone some time: 
that is, she was out of your life for some time and has been here 
forsome time. (Yes.) I see her walking in a swift way through 
a small village or little town and toward a country road and she 
moves toward a little burying place and stops as if that were 
where her body was laid away. Do you know anything about 
this? 
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(No, I do not, but I can inquire.) 

All right. She must follow her own will in this and I will 
record her pictures and you can do the rest. This little burying 
place is rather high and unprotected by trees. It is so sunny 
and almost bare; and then I leave with her and go out of the 
gate and follow along a country road to a house where she used 
to go. It is a small old fashioned house of light color, more 
yellow than white, and she walks in as if familiar with the place 
and surroundings. Then she goes to a more settled place where 


she lived and worked and I see many children about her. Did 
she teach school?” 


This is followed by a lengthy account of her teaching, 
playing with the children, singing and teaching singing and 
calisthenics. 

In her early life this Aunt, who had a small face, very 
dark hair and eyes, lived in a small village and the cemetery 
or burying ground which she here describes lies outside that 
village and on a country road. It is on high ground, the 
water shed for two streams, but is not on a hill. When I 
knew it—and that was when she lived in that locality—it was 
perfectly bare of trees, not a tree in it. It was not, however, 
the place where she was buried. Her father and mother 
were buried there. 

She never taught school, I learn from her surviving 
brother and sister. She was a deaf mute and attended school 
as a small girl for some years where she learned what was 
then the deaf mute language, namely, signs with her hands, 
and she was an expert at it. Probably it was this in the 
mental picture that gave the idea of calisthenics. The inci- 
dent rather favors the hypothesis that she was not herself 
communicating this fact as it would not so naturally be a 
a visual picture for her. 

Then came a reference to her baptism, but inquiry showed 
that there was no special reason for mentioning it. This 
was followed by the question: “ Who is the Sadie she 
knew?” and a reference to “a small Bible with a gilt cross 
on the outside”, which cannot be verified. The implication 
that she was an Episcopalian as given in a reference to “ Epis- 
copalian business ” is not correct. I was then asked if Sadie 
was not closely related to me and I replied in the affirmative, 
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with a sister and a cousin in mind. Presently, without hint 
from me, the. psychic said that Sadie was a closer relative 
than Cora to me and remarked that it was my sister. Sarah 
was the name of my twin sister. Then I was asked if “ Cora 
had a sister Sadie too.” Again I replied in the affirmative 
and the remark immediately made that “Cora and Sadie 
seemed like cousins or a relationship similar to that to you.” 
They were not. They were both Aunts, but their niece 
Sadie, not mentioned here, was my cousin. 

Reference was then made to a book with pictures in it 
and the statement made that there was one of herself there 
which looks little like her now. This was correct, as I 
learned, tho comparison with her present appearance cannot 
be made. The details about an organ and a prayer meeting 
in a certain house described in some detail cannot be verified, 
except that she never played the organ. The statement 
made that she died away from home was not correct, but it 


was true of her nephew. Then came the following with its 
confusion. 


“Do you know a man connected with her whose name was 
J? (Yes.) John. (No.) The J is right but I cannot get the 
rest. It sounds like James or Jacob or some such.” 


James is the name of her brother, still living, and who 
lived in the same place with her. Then reference was made 
to a small child with her, a boy, first appearing as a small 
baby and then a boy, “ near the family ” and the statement: 
“She knew about the child and its coming.” She was never 
married, but her brother lost a small child, a fact which I 
never knew but which she knew. This was followed by an 
allusion to a woman with a sunbonnet who was said to be 
her mother. Her mother died long ago and most probably 
wore a sunbonnet in her day. The George mentioned in this 
connection I could not identify. Then Ohio was mentioned. 
This was her early home, the latter part of her life having 
been spent on the Pacific coast. She was said to have stud- 
ied a foreign language and German was named. This is not 
correct. She was described as “crocheting some white 
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fancy stuff”, the fact being that she did this a great deal, as 
she could not go into social life on account of her deaf- 
mutism. I knew nothing about this fact. 

There then came a long and detailed incident purporting 
to represent circumstances connected with her death. ‘These 
are implied rather than stated, as it is their place in the nar- 
rative that gave this impression to the control or the psychic. 
Reference was made to a sleigh, a town, a fence, the letter M 
as connected with someone associated with her, plans for a 
new house, sudden death, the coffin carried in a sleigh in the 
winter and funeral service at another place than where she 
died. Not an item of this applies to her and it has not been 
ascertained whom it would fit. The name Claire given in 
connection with the incident has no ascertained meaning. 

Following these incidents, beech trees were said to grow 
about the place in which she lived, and also walnut trees, 
adding that the boys and girls used to go nutting. This was 
correct, save that beech trees were not plentiful in that lo- 
cality. I knew nothing of the nutting, tho I could have 
guessed it. A detailed account of a mill on a farm, not used 
for a long time, associated with the nutting tramps, a mill 
pond connected with low flat rocks, a man killed near it and 
found out-of-doors near the woods and a tree struck with 
lightning are all unrecognizable by any surviving relative and 
unrecognized in such a way that it is extremely improbable 
that they represent any incidents in the family life or know- 
ledge. 

Then came the following incident which shows that other 
families were concerned in some of these incidents and per- 


haps in all that are not verifiable in the connection implied 
or asserted: 


“A negro is a common sight now, but was not then in that 
place. But there was one whom everybody knew who worked 
in fields and about farms. Do you know him? 

(That depends on more specific information. ) 

An old man who was a sort of character to the natives. He 


was black enough to have no doubt of his origin but was free 
then.” 




















Experiments Continued. 175 





As the time was up the incident ended there, but in a 
moment capital D was written and I was asked if it was im- 
portant, and I simply remarked that it might be if the rest of 
the name were given. The name Davis was spelled out and 
then the statement made: “It sounds like Davis or David”. 
In the subliminal recovery I was asked if I had any Uncle 
David and whether he had a red barn, and the name Ella 
came in the query: ‘“‘ Do you know an Ella?” This Uncle 
David was said to be alive. 

An Uncle of mine and brother-in-law of this Aunt Cora, 
and who appears definitely in later communications, had an 
old negro who worked on his farm in the early days. This 
was forty-five or fifty years ago. The man was quite a char- 
acter in the community and was as black as a coal. I can 
barely remember him, but would not have done that had not 
a surviving brother of this Aunt Cora mentioned the fact 
and given his name. 

David, not Davis, was the name of an Uncle of mine and 
brother-in-law of Aunt Cora in whose family Aunt Cora 
spent her whole life. He is still living. Ella is the name of 
a deceased Aunt, the wife of the living brother of Aunt Cora. 
She is more definitely identified elsewhere (p. 196). 

The reference to the negro is interesting for the reason 
that Aunt Cora would not be the person most likely to men- 
tion him, as the man was more closely associated with my 
deceased Uncle mentioned later. 


2. Aunt Julia. 


In the New York sittings in 1907 and 1908 Uncle Joe, the 
deceased husband of this Aunt, was mentioned and _ fairly 
well identified by incidents. He was mentioned in this series 
and his relation to me indicated. His wife Julia died many 
years ago in the West, whither the family moved in 1863, as 
[ had to ascertain from a daughter. Absolutely all that I 
knew of her was her name Julia, that she was a refined and 
ladylike woman, and that she was dead. I never saw her 
after I was nine years of age. 
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On May 6th, 1911, after the preliminaries, G. P. began 
the communications with the following. 


“Do you know anyone by the name of Julia? (Yes.) 

She has not been heard from has she? (No.) Shall I go on? 

(Certainly. I shall be very glad to hear all you can give.) 

I see very dark smooth hair and a quiet pleasant looking 
face, but neither very old or young, between old and young, and 
that is in connection with Julia. I now hear a merry laugh and 
see sO many people about her. This is a spirit I am talking 
about. Do you understand? 

(Yes, why do you put it that way?) 

I thought you had an earthly Julia in mind. 

(That is right, but I understood what Julia you had.) 

All right. I did not want you to think I was talking about 
the earthly one. You understand now. (Perfectly.) There is 
a drawn look on the face and a worn manner as if the body was 
very much worn at death. 

Do you know anything about a book which was constantly 
read to or by this Julia in the last days? It looks like a Bible 
and I feel a Christian influence about her. Do you know about 
this? 

(I do not, but I know a person who will.) ” 


There followed a considerable passage with some evi- 
dential touches of her mental attitude toward her suffering 
and submission, but on the whole not requiring quotation. 
Then abruptly came the following: 


“Do you know anything about a peculiar spread? It looks 
very old fashioned and of some interest as an article passed down. 
It is blue and white and looks like one of those handmade things. 
I mean hand woven. It is still in existence and is thought much 
of. Julia did not do it herself but it was done by someone before 
her day. Do you know anyone by the name of Margaret? 
(Yes.) Connected with her? (Yes.) ” 


The living Julia referred to is the wife of my brother. | 
was not especially thinking of her, but it was interesting to 
note the distinction made spontaneously. The Aunt Julia 
was not “between old and young” but my sister-in-law is. 
But the Aunt Julia had very dark smooth hair and a very 
quiet manner and face. I learn from her daughter that she 
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suffered much and long in her last days and that the Bible 
was read to and by her until the last few weeks of her illness. 
The same authority says of the spread: “ Mother had a 
blue and white handmade spread, quite a handsome one, 
handed down from my great grandmother Little. It was 
fringed on three sides.” Margaret is the name of her sister- 
in-law and an Aunt of mine. 

There were then some statements about the free and easy 
habits of everyone in the living room, and then an allusion 
to an “old fashioned clock on a bracket or shelf”. The 
daughter recognizes this clock and says it was kept on a 
shelf on the wall. An allusion to a house with shutters on 
it to keep the sun out is not recognized by the daughter and 
son. It was stated, without suggestion from me, that she 
was a relative of mine and then reference made to “ the fam- 
ily, not in your time but away back where they all started,” 
which coincides with the fact that they had started before 
my time far from their later home and beyond my recollec- 
tion. She was said to be fond of flowers and “ always 
stooped and looked at them.” This, the daughter says, is 
correct. Then came the following. 


“There is a dog there. It follows her into the house with 
the same freedom which everything and everybody feels. It is 
a short haired dog white with a brown spot here or there, short 
ears and fat as he could be. It ought to run, but it doesn’t. It 
is too well fed.” 


The daughter does not recognize this dog in any respect. 
But the living brother, mentioned later, does remember it as 
a dog in his family. His wife died a few years ago. This 
brother writes me that the dog was a white bull terrier, had 
short hair, short ears, medium fat, followed the children into 
the house and was a great pet of theirs. He does not re- 
member whether there were any brown spots on it. The 
dog belonged to the early days of the family and is now 
dead. 

In immediate connection with this came the following 
which exhibits some confusion, as the sequel will show: 
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“There is a man here standing near her and all I hear is 
brother. It is her brother. Do you know if she has a tall 
brother over here? 


(No I do not, but I can find out from someone I know.) 

You know one brother you mean. 

(No, but I know a living person who can tell; besides, I 
know a person tall who is not a brother.) 

[I had in mind a deceased son who I thought was tall, and 
wanted to see if any correction would come. |] 

Over here. (Yes.) Of course there is a possibility that the 


brother is not the tall man but I hear brother and I see the tall 
man beside her. 


(Well, I said what I did so that you could make any doubts 
clear.) 


I will tell you about the tall man. He opens his mouth as 
wide as a door for he is genial and good natured as she is and he 
is fond of her. But I see some tools, sort of beside him. They 
are in a box and seem to be kept around the house for little jobs 
and things he wishes to do. He is what one would call a handy 
man about the house. He is often in the home where the 


grandma clock is and when he went to the spirit it was a sudden 
thing and very sad.” 


This is a description, not of the brother, but of her de- 
ceased son. Evidently the control or subconscious of the 
medium mistook the reference to brother as indicating the 
communicator’s brother. He was in fact the brother of the 
one whose dog had just been described in the previous sen- 
tence and it was probably this that was said, so that the me- 
dium or control, not knowing whose the dog was, misinter- 
preted the term. 

I saw this brother once when he was a young man and my 
recollection of him was that he was tall. His sister says he 
was not, but says that the reference to wide mouth would 
identify anyone in the family. 

I learn from the sister that the deceased brother had a 
chest of tools that came from an ancestor and that this 


brother was quite a handy man about the house at carpentry 
work. 


There followed a reference to someone connected with 
this Aunt Julia and who was said to have been on school 
committees and interested in the public affairs of his com- 
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munity. No one recognizes such a person. The communi- 
cations then continued. 


‘And now Hyslop do you know anything about a store? Did 
anyone connected with her have a store? 

(I do not know, but the same person referred to will know.) 

1 see a store and I see a man with grey hair and a bald spot 
on his head and he wears his glasses up here about half the time, 
as if to ornament his head. In the store or near it is the post- 
office, for I see him moving and talking about the mail. I do 
not know whether the postoffice is in his store or next door, but 
itis near. I wonder if this is all connected with Julia. It seems 
to be and yet she is a new communicator to me and I am not 
sure of her power yet. 

(It all depends on what you have in mind. If anything of his 
name can come out it will decide.) 

\Ve will see what more | can get. There are certainly two 
men here, for one is shorter and stouter than the other and one 
is husband | believe and one is brother. 

(Tell who the husband is.) 

If I can I will. Wait a little till I get something else which 
is being projected. Do you know anyone beginning with S$ who 
belongs in his group. 

(Yes, living or dead?) [The daughter in mind. ] 

I think it is living. It seems to be a woman and she has a 
memory that reaches farther back than yours you understand. 

(Yes.) [Thinking of the Aunt S mentioned in sitting of 
May 4th.]} 

What has your father got to do with all this? 

(He understands all of it.) 


I know he does, for he suddenly shows up as if he is in the 


-most familiar conditions. Again I see two letters R and J are 


they. 

(What is the J for?) 

You mean what is the name. (Yes.) I thought it was 
James but am not sure whether it is that or John. It is short 
like that and is a family name. Right here do you know a Fred 
who .... (Not Fred.) is there Frank. 

(Yes, how is he related to that J?) 

It is close in the family. I am all in a bunch of relatives. I 
think J is father of F, and I think Frank was very close in touch 
with his father and very much saddened by his death. Who is 
C. (Not sure.) a woman alive in that connection. I am near 
Frank with that letter. 

(All right. I do not happen to know, but can find out. You 
have not got the name of J correctly yet.) 
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You would like me to get it.. (Yes.) I think J o pause. e. 
(Yes.) Uncle Joe is it. 


(Yes, he was mentioned here long ago in the New York 
sittings.) ” 


I, of course, knew nothing about the store and learned 
from the daughter that her father kept a store, but she re- 
membered nothing about the post-office. The living brother, 
however, writes me that the post-office was next door to the 
store and in the same building. Joe, Uncle Joe, as the text 
shows, was his name. ‘The deceased son was named Ed. or 
Edward. The living son is Frank. I took the Fred to be a 
mistake for Frank and so said “ Not Fred” thinking of 
Frank, and not suspecting that it might be a mistake for Ed. 
The R in connection with J might be my father’s initial, as 
he slipped in to help. The letter C could be the initial of a 
cousin of mine and of the Frank mentioned, nephew of this 
Uncle Joe, but there is no way of proving this intention on 
the part of the communicator. 

My wife soon came in for some communications, but just 
before them there was an allusion to an “ Adde”’ or Ada and 
it was stated that my wife knew her. I recognized two Ad- 
dies whom my wife knew and did not know at the time 
whether they were living or not, but ascertained later that 
both were living. One of them had been mentioned by my 
wife in the New York sittings and probably this fact in- 
fluenced the subliminal of Mrs. Chenoweth. The messages 
however went on to say of this Addie or Ada that she had 
taken her departure before she was ready and had desired to 
live. “She is rather a pretty woman with dark eyes and 
hair and a vivacious manner. She was always into some- 
thing that meant a good time and when she went away it 
was a hard fight for life.” 

Then the messages suddenly switched over to my wife, 
without the control’s discovery that the change had taken 
place. 

Inquiry of the daughter showed that she recalled a living 
Aunt Adda who is “a pretty woman with dark eyes, etc.” 
and made a hard fight for her life some years ago. She did 
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not recognize her brother’s wife in the account, and the 
brother says of the message that he has “ no idea as to whom 
the expressions would apply to,” and then adds that it might 
have been applied to his wife “who has been dead nearly 
five years.” Further inquiry resulted in the information that 
she had dark brown hair and grey eyes, was vivacious in 
manner and was always in for a good time, and that she made 
a hard struggle for years against sickness, but was more re- 
signed at the last. 

This terminated the communications from this Aunt and 
tho she was more or less associated with messages that came 
in connection with the more or less recently deceased Uncle, 
her brother-in-law, they do not require separate epitomizing, 
and we may turn to the other relatives. Intrusive incidents 
relative to her may be found in them. 


3. Uncle Finney. 


This Uncle died at a very old age a few years previous to 
the sitting and left his wife, also at a very advanced age, and 
still living at the time of the sitting. This Aunt, too, had 
had several attacks that might have taken her life, so that it 
would be natural for a large group of friends, with her de- 
ceased husband, to manifest interest in her. — 

On May 4th, 1911, through Mrs. Chenoweth, the com- 


munications from my wife were suddenly interrupted with 
the following: 


‘“Now I want to go with your people to see someone who is 
still in the body and who lives away from here. It is a woman 
who is past the middle life and who is connected with you and I 
think is called Aunt and I think the name begins with S. Have 
you an Aunt S who is alive? (Yes.) Does she live far away 
from here? (Yes.) 

All right. I guess that is the line. Connected with her in 
the spirit is a man who is very eager to get into communication, 
but it is all new to him. Do you know anything about the 
church life of these people? 

(Yes, in general. Go on.) 

That is all I want to know. ‘They are rather set in their ideas 
of God and the universe and believe in church going and all that 
sort of thing and this man had an awakening from his dream 
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when he got over here. He is not young, but a tall rather 
slender man with quiet ways, but rather firm in his opinions and 
the responsibility of life was rather a burden to him. I do not 
mean that he was over serious, but he took life seriously and he 
lived a conscientious and upright life and was not afraid to die, 
but when he died it was a long and rather tedious process and 
was a relief to him and to others, for he could not get well. 
Do you know about this? 

(Yes, I do.) 

When he first opened his eyes to the light of this life it was 
a great surprise to him but he did not think of it as death. He 
expected some other change to follow. But it did seem so good 
to have the use of his body and not have to be lifted about as 
he had been. 

He found a young woman who had preceded -him by some 
years. Just now I do not know the relationship but will try to 
find out. She is rather light and very happy and was one of the 
first to greet him. Do you know anyone by the name of Ida 
who would be in that group? 

(No, but I can inquire. [I hope you can go on and make it 
clearer. ) 

The best I can do I will do. You may rest on that. The 
Ida seems to be a younger person than the young lady who met 
him first. She is like a small child but was in the family group. 

There is another woman with him about sixty years old or a 
little more perhaps who wears spectacles and has mild blue eyes 
and soft grey hair parted in the middle and worn very plainly 
combed and she almost always wears a light dress of some thin 
material about the home. She is preéminently a home body and 
seldom goes away from the house, but she is with him in the 
spirit you understand, and has a way of speaking to him as if 
he were a member of her family. I cannot now see whether she 
is mother or sister, but they belong together and she goes to 
the home where § is and feels as if she belongs there. Is there 
a younger woman who lives with S? (Yes.) I see one there and 
a busy bustling sort of young woman she is and the spirits know 
her as well as S. 

The woman in the spirit was a woman who worked un- 
ceasingly. She always had to when the family was small and she 
never ceased to do so as long as she lived. She is really more 
like a mother and I am now perplexed as to whether she is the 
mother of S or the man in the spirit but she belongs there as the 
mother of one of them. 

Who is A. Do you know? (Not yet.) I think this A has 
something to do with this woman. It sounds like Abby. Yes 
that is it.” 
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It was of course what came later that identified my Uncle 
more distinctly, but I saw who was meant very early in the 
communication. As soon as “Aunt S” was mentioned I 
saw that the communicator was my Uncle. He died nearly 
two years previous to this sitting and was about 94 years of 
age. His widow, about 90, still survives (Aug. 1911). She 
lived in the West far from Boston. My Uncle, and the whole 
connection as indicated in the communications, was very re- 
ligious and of the strictest orthodox type. What is said of 
him here is exactly true down to the distinctions drawn to 
characterize him. He was long dying, being quite helpless 
for some time. I learned from his niece that he had to be 
lifted about in bed at the last. I can understand his surprise 


-after death and certainly the statement that “he expected 


some other change to follow ” consists with his belief in the 
physical resurrection. 

There is some confusion started in connection with the 
name Ida. No one recognizes a relative by that name. It 
may be a mistake for the Abby which came a little later and 
which also may be a mistake for Addie, the correct name for 
the person recognized by the widow. But as Ida is said to 
be a “younger person than the young lady who met him 
first’ and is “like a small child” the name might be a mis- 
take for Eliza, a sister of the surviving Aunt, who died as a 
small child, and then this name confused with a younger 
sister who was called Lida. The Abby, whose correct name 
was Addie, was my Uncle’s youngest sister. This may ex- 
plain the confessed confusion about the mother and sister. 
In any case it is clear that the messages are very much inter- 
fused or jammed together if my interpretation be correct. 

A niece, a young lady, is not with Aunt S, as indicated in 
the record. She is a daughter of the Aunt Julia and there 
would be a special reason for the reference to her in connec- 
tion with the Aunt S$ who had for years been very generous 
to the family of the Aunt Julia. 

The communications changed their content without in- 
terruption into the following. 


“ Have you ever been in the house where Aunt S is? (Yes.) 
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Do you know anything about a peculiar old fashioned bureau 
red brown and has some brass trimmings on it and has some 
extra drawers on the top. It looks like two small ones but there 
may be more but they are small. There is no mirror on it. It 
is a sort of heirloom and has been in the family a long time. I 
wonder if you know about it. 

(If you can tell whose it is now I can be surer.) 

I will see what I can do but first let me tell you that in com- 
pany with the bureau is a small table with drop leaves and two 
small drawers which look like the same kind of wood and they 
were originally together, but are, I think, now separated. One 
party has her table and another the bureau. I see a moving for 
the bureau as if it had been taken away, whether for repair or 
not I do not know, but it looks so new and good as if put into 
new condition. It is strange but I cannot see to whom it be- 
longs, but I see it in connection with Aunt S. She has several 
old fashioned things which will in time be passed along as they 
have a certain value to the girls.” 


I knew absolutely nothing about the incidents here told 
and had to make inquiries in the West. My cousin, who is 
living with this Aunt Sarah, writes me that “in one room of 
Aunt Jane [name is Sarah Jane] there is a red cherry bureau 
answering this description, given her by her father when she 
went to housekeeping. At one time there was in the same 
room a small drop leaf table she bought at the sale of an old 
friend in Clifton who died a few years ago. She sold the 
table. It had been repaired.” I have visited that house sev- 
eral times, but never stayed all night in it but once, so that 
I may have seen the bureau, but I never saw the table, as I 
have not been at the place for ten years. 

At the end of what I quoted I asked that the communi- 
cator tell what girls would value the things mentioned and 
a reference was made to “the Hyslop girls’ which was not 
relevant to my question, as they know nothing of this Aunt 
except what one visit might effect. As she had no children, 
I had in mind the cousin living with her and it is pertinent 
that the name Frank soon came which is the name of this 
cousin’s brother. The name Peter mentioned in the same 
connection was not recognizable. I asked for the initial of 
the last name of this Frank and evidently my question was 
misunderstood and I got the initials of my deceased Uncle. 
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They were F. S. and in a moment the name Fannie was given 
which was probably a mistake for Finney which was his 
Christian name. It was stated that Frank is alive, which 
was correct. The name Ellis was given as the last name of 
Frank, but this has no resemblance to his name and is nearer 
the name of his deceased Aunt. The names Leighton and 
Louie have not been identified. My father then interrupted 
the communications, apparently because they had become 
confused. 

The next reference to an “Aunt Sarah” was on May 19th 
and with her was mentioned an “Uncle John”. But the 
communicator indicated that it was a spirit by that name and 
related the persons apparently to another group. On May 
26th she was simply alluded to and the query put whether I 
had an Aunt Sarah or not. No further details for identifica- 


tion of my Uncle came. He had evidently been a difficult 
communicator. 


4. Robert McClellan. 


This communicator was never identified by anything 
more than the name Robert or Rob, both of which might 
have applied to my deceased brother, only that the names 
and facts associated with them indicated unmistakeably who 
was meant. The first definite indication came in the name 
of his living wife and a communication that actually pur- 
ported to come from her, as I interpreted it at the time. But 
I ascertained that the Aunt Lucy, which she was called, was 
the deceased Aunt for whom this Lucy McClellan was named. 
The name Ida or Irene came in connection with it and Irene 
is the name of the daughter of my cousin Lucy. Finally the 
name Marvin came, which was apparently corrected into Mac 
and then MacIntire. The name should have been McClellan. 
Then followed a description of the home, on May 11th. 


“Do you know anything about a light colored house with a 


is out in the sunlight with no trees or shade near it and yet in- 
side the house it is always cool and quiet and seems so peaceful. 
This is not way back in the past but belongs to your generation, 
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but it is away from where you live, but someone in the family 
lives there. It is more like a country place than a city one and 
as | walk up the steps and go into the house I find familiar scenes 
and faces familiar to your father. Do you know this place.” 


I recognized the house, but asked for more definite in- 
formation. It did not come tho the effort was made to give 
it. 

The house described was that of my Uncle James Mc- 
Clellan, the home also of Robert McClellan after the death 
of his father. My father was a constant visitor at the place 
and you can imagine why, when I repeat that this uncle was 
not only a favorite of my father’s but had married my father’s 
sister for his first wife and my mother’s sister for his second. 
The house was not properly light colored. It was a drab 
color, and if “light colored ” fits that the statement was cor- 
rect. ‘The door was in the middle of it with but a step or two 
for entrance. There were no trees in the front yard to 
shade it and so it was completely exposed to the sun, but was 
always a very cool house because it was brick. Large trees 
were in the rear, but they did not shade it. None of the 
family is now living in it, but until recently Robert McClel- 
lan’s son made it his home. 

Reference was made to the barn and I asked what was 
beyond it, with the hope of getting mention of the railroad, 
but it was not indicated. But a silo which had never been 
there was mentioned and the waving grain and a low fence, 
all natural guesses for a farm. Then some trees and reddish 
brown rocks were referred to “ away across somewhere ”’ and 
compared to “ quartz mica”. The trees are not identifying, 
nor are the rocks as described. But there were limestone 
cliffs ““away across”, where his grandfather had lived. A 
windmill was mentioned, but none had ever been there. The 
message, however, that followed showed that it is more than 
probable that a windpump had been thought of. After the 
communicator explained that the railroad had lost its interest 
for those on that side, a perfectly natural thing as they lived 
there all their lives, I started the messages in another direc- 
tion as follows. 








ed 
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* (Perhaps he can tell where they got the drinking water.) 
Perhaps he can, for he had in mind some such thing I think. 

It is brought from a little distance. It does not seem to be 

exactly beside the house as is the custom at such places. Has 

there been talk of piping for it to the house. I see some long 
iron pipes, but they do not seem new, but I had an idea there was 
some new work to be done sometime. 

(I do not know, but tell from what the water came.) 

This looks more like a large lake. You know Hyslop when 
you first asked me all I could hear was spring, but when I came 
to look I saw a large body of water which looked larger to me 
than a spring ought to be, but it is some little distance away, but 
is such lovely good water that it is worth any effort to get it. 
Perhaps you know about that. (Yes.) There was another place 
where water could be got. It was more like soft water. I have 
two places in mind. One seems to be for stock in a yard or some 
place like that and the other seems to be in the house itself and 
to be pumped. Do you know that. 

(Yes I do.) 

Then do you know about an old abandoned well. It has a 
stone or rock around it, but is left flat with a cover I think. It 
is called an old well. Do you know about that. 

(I think I do and I feel that it will be verified by others. 
| hesitate only because I want to be sure of my memory.) 

All right, but that has nothing to do with the cistern. There 
is one you know, and way off in the woods, I think beyond the 
railroad, you know beyond the railroad is some wooded land and 
up in there is a little spring which forms a little brook in the 
spring of the year and is only a little pool in the summer where 
| see the boys drinking from their hands and stooping over it 
and drinking as boys will in spite of bugs and such things.” 


At this point and without intimation of a change of com- 
municator my father began with the incident of the polly- 
wogs which I have quoted in the summary of his communi- 
cations. The fact tends to show that he was the primary 
factor in the work: for he knew many of the facts, tho prob- 
ably not about piping the spring or the spring in the woods. 

There was a large spring from which the water was ob- 
tained for drinking. It was situated about 200 feet from the 
house and perhaps thirty feet below the level of the house. 
Perhaps fifty feet below it was the corner of the barnyard 
where the stock were watered from the little brook into 
which this spring emptied. I learned from this cousin Lucy 
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nana that nearly every spring she and her husband, Satiert 
McClellan, talked of piping this spring, but it was never done. 
I never knew of this fact, as I had seen the place but once in 
thirty years. It would have been absolutely necessary to put 
in it a windmill pump to carry the water up to the house, as 
the spring was so far below its level. Even a hydraulic ram 
could not do the work, as there was not sufficient fall in the 
brook to make it effective. Hence the windmill must have 
been a part of the contemplated piping, an event only thought 
of and never realized. 

There was a cistern inside the house with a pump in it. 
This I recall. Also outside west of the house was an old 
abandoned well covered with boards and rock. This I in- 
distinctly recalled. Of the other incident I knew nothing. 
I did not know of any woods west of the railway. Inquiry 
of my cousin brought the information that there was such a 
wood and that there was there the little spring described. 

The message purporting to come from a Lucy, afterward 
called Aunt Lucy, which my cousin is called by certain rela- 
tives, as I learned, suggested rather clearly that she was not 


living. I had to find out by addressing inquiries about these 
incidents to her. The reply showed that she was still living, 
and hence it was my task to have the matter corrected with- 
out betraying the mistake. 

It was not till May 19th that I had the opportunity, as | 
did not have the information that proved this cousin to be 
living. On this date I began the matter as follows. 


| 


‘(I would like to know when that Lucy Mac you mentioned 
passed out, if it can be ascertained. I do not mean any exact 
time, but some matters would then be cleared up.) 

Yes we will see if we can do it right now. It was some days 
ago that the message was given about her was it not? (Yes.) 
Do you know her or did you know her personally? 

(I knew the Lucy Mac personally.) 

All right. Then you know what she looked like. Was there 
a woman connected with her who was very stout and with a red 
face and blue eyes and smooth evenly parted hair, parted in the 


middle I mean. Was that the description of someone very near 
her. 
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(I do not recall that person as having been mentioned, but the 
difficulty is connected with the Lucy Mac herself.) 

Yes I understand, but when you asked the question I saw 
this woman immediately and felt she had something to do with 
that communication. I suppose you do not know about the 
death of Lucy M and you want to see if we have made a mis- 
take. Isthat it? (Yes.) It is quite possible that someone here 
most interested in her may have given her name and in an at- 
tempt to send a message to her have made us understand that 
she was here. ‘That is one of the possibilities and at this mo- 
ment I feel that Lucy M is not here but alive in your world and 
that this stout lady was one here who was so eager to get a mes- 
sage to her.” 









































I was then asked whether I knew if Lucy’s mother was 
over there and I had to confess ignorance, tho I would have 
supposed it under the circumstances, as the Lucy is old 
enough to make it improbable that her mother is living. I 
found that her mother had been dead twenty-nine years. 

The reader will observe that I got the correction and 
statement that Lucy Mac was still alive without direct sug- 
gestion. The explanation of the mistake is interesting and 
quite conceivable, and on the acceptance of the spiritistic 
theory, quite probable. 

There followed an account of her mother, her illness and 
relation to her daughter. A little later came the following. 









































“ Now this mother has a man with her who is very near to 
Lucy, not a father. He is more like a husband or son, someone 
out of her personal life who has been gone a little while, but he 
seems too old for a son. Do you know if she has a husband over 
here. 

(Yes she has, and a little more of his identity will help 
greatly.) 

Yes that will come. He is a man who always had a wealth 
of good nature.” 















There followed a number of general characteristics true 
of him and finally a reference to a school and an elm near it. 

This husband, the Robert McClellan of my first Piper Re- 
port, died fourteen years previous to this sitting. I learned 


that there was a large elm near the school which he attended. 
I never saw the schoolhouse. 
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A number of incidents were mentioned which would have 
been of a very evidential character if I could have verified 
them, but I could not. No one could recall them. If they 
occurred they were long before his marriage and would not 
naturally be known even by his wife. To test him more 
fully I resolved to ask hima question. Just after my father’s 
death, as explained in the Piper Report, this cousin of mine 
made arrangements for me to speak before a political gath- 
ering in his native village. It was in the campaign when the 
gold and silver issue was before the voters in 1896. I cannot 
quote the whole mass of communications, as they would be 
too tedious here for the main points which I can briefly men- 
tion. One passage, however, is good enough to quote. 


“(I will ask him if he knows anything about political 
speeches. ) 

He nods his head in acquiescence and is first all smiles and 
then all emphasis. He is a man of ideas just as I said he was. 
He had some fighting to do. I do not know what it is but I see 
another place, not his home, where I went first but a building 
more like a small public building, rather old fashioned, but used 
for public affairs. But the funny thing about it is I see lamps, 
as if the place were lighted with lamps which hang from the 
ceiling or beams or something like that, and I see men walking 
about with lanterns as if they had come some distance to this 
place and brought lanterns with them. Do you know anything 
about this? There is a very high feeling among the people. It 
is a case of more than town affairs, for I feel the national and 
state interest as well, and | see something which he did which 
turned the tide of influence. Do you know anything about cop- 
perheads.” 


I spoke in the town hall. It was lighted with lamps from 
the walls and probably from the ceiling as described. ‘The 
building was a plain one. People came a great distance to 
hear me speak, as I was well known in that locality as an old 
resident there. A procession came from a near town and 
the people brought lanterns with them. It was, of course, a 
state and national affair. I do not know that my cousin 
turned the tide in that locality, but it was very significant to 
see the word “copperheads”, and a little later the term 
“ mugwumps ”’: for he hated both types of voters. He was 
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an unfailing Republican, a man of some intelligence on poli- 
tics, but of more political interest than understanding of the 
problems. 

As I was the speaker I asked to have him tell who spoke 
and a number of persons were described and evidently Carl 
Schurz mentioned, but none of them were correct. No allu- 
sion was made to me tho I was the only speaker. But the 
coinage and gold and silver were mentioned as issues of the 
campaign and the ratio of 16 to 1 which was the cry of the 
time. They came however in a way that showed great diff- 
culty in communicating. In the subliminal recovery allu- 
sions were made to Bryan and McKinley who were the rival 
nominees in that campaign, and a remark ventured that in- 
dicated some resemblance with the communicator. He did 
resemble both men in a clean shaven face, but that is all. 
As Mrs. Chenoweth recovered normal consciousness she re- 
marked that she saw great gorges of rock like a canyon. 
There was a small canyon of limestone cliffs not far from his 
home on the edge of which was the home of his grandfather. 

Mrs. Chenoweth never saw my first Report, but the main 
incidents mentioned about the campaign might be guessed, 
once the idea of it got into the subconscious. 

On May 20th there was a return to him and incidents 
connected apparently with his brother-in-law. But nothing 
came clearly enough to make the evidence clear and un- 
questionable. A younger woman was said to be with this 
Lucy, which is true, the daughter living with her. There 
was an allusion to a young man who was said to have been 
with him the day before and might have been his nephew 
who died some years before him. I was asked in it if he did 
not leave a family, which was true, but the significant possi- 
bility in connection with this is the fact that the whole family 
of his brother-in-law was dead, of which this young man was 
one. Apparently it was the confusion between the two cases 
that induced the remark about his leaving a family, since al- 
most immediately the reference is to “ another man that was 
saddened ” by his death and who was said to have followed 
him. At once a reference to two deaths was made as not far 
apart. His sister and brother-in-law died close together un- 
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der very sad circumstances. There is much confusion in try- 
ing to tell the facts which are complicated with the incidents 
associated with the death of the nephew mentioned. It is 
not necessary to give the incidents in detail. The facts have 
to be well known in order to understand even the possibili- 
ties in the messages as they stand. Superficially they are 
false, but had they been specifically related in the right man- 
ner they would all have been true and remarkably evidential. 
But I encounter in this Robert McClellan the same difficulties 
and confusion as he exhibited in his Piper communications. 
They are unusually fragmentary and falsely related to the 
parties. Evidently his mind did not work with that power 
of concentration and adherence to incidents, and the “ men- 
tal pictures ” came to the control either distorted or too rap- 
idly to get their proper connections. 


XI. Miscellaneous Incidents. 


There were a number of sporadic communicators of some 
interest, that were not directly connected with the person- 
alities that I have described. In some cases they were 
wholly unrecognizable and did not succeed in providing any 
evidential incidents. In others, however, the incidents are 
remarkably interesting for the reason that they are so remote 
from the natural explanations of the ordinary Philistine. 
They involved persons and facts wholly unconnected with me 
and my relatives and far from any possible previous know- 
ledge or preparation on the part of Mrs. Chenoweth. They 
came in as intruders, so to speak, and the sequel shows that 
they were relevant even when not connected naturally with 
the experiments. 


1. John McSweeney. 


On December 3rd, 1910, in the normal state the name 
Robbie came to Mrs. Chenoweth, and then the statement: 
“It is Robbie’s baby.” Soon after the subliminal stage of 
the trance was reached the following came orally as usual. 


“Do you know something? I keep hearing Ira, Ira, Ira. A 
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name Iron, Ira. Ironton. I can’t get it. Someone is shouting 
it in my ear. 


(Keep at it.) 

Ire. Ire. Ironton. Do you know anything about that? 
(No.) It is an old man and he has come in front of me to look 
at me. He is a very ungainly looking man, scraggly beard and 
farmer like clothes. He is perfectly furious because he can’t 
seem to say all he wants to and is not understood. All the rest 


are laughing. He is not laughing. He is irate. Do you know 
any one by the name of Sweeney? 

( Yes.) He looks like the man described? (Yes.) 

That is who itis. I seem to be released from his wrath. He 
is funny. They can’t help laughing at him. He goes at every- 
thing in that tremendous way. If he wanted to lift a mountain 


he could not use any more energy. Is J connected with him? 
(I don’t know.) 


Put it down. That looks as if it belonged to him. Hodgson 
mentioned that they couldn’t give him any more time. If I 
named him I would call him Irate Sweeney.” 


J. is the initial of the man’s name. I had forgotten it, 
thinking he might have been Judge Sweeney, and also hav- 
ing forgotten that it was McSweeney. John McSweeney 
was a lawyer in Wooster, Ohio, when I was attending the 
University there. He was a man known all over the state in 
his profession, especially as a criminal lawyer, and had been 
in Congress. He died twenty years ago. He was a very 
large burly man with a very “ scraggly beard and farmer-like 
clothes ”, not caring a penny for his appearance, and went at 
everything in a tremendous way. He had a voice like the 
roar of thunder and could be heard for squares when speak- 
ing. He showed great passion when he spoke. All this I 
knew. But I learned from a friend of mine in the place since 
this sitting that Ironton was the place where his most inti- 
mate friend lived, a Judge in the Courts. It was at least 150 
miles from Wooster. I also learned from the same source 
that Robbie was the name of a client of his in regard to whom 
there were special reasons for making reference. ‘The facts 
are too personal to record here. I never heard of him or of 
the facts. 

I learned from my informant also, what I conjectured, 
that John McClellan was an intimate friend of this John Mc- 
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Sweeney. This will explain the appearance here of the man, 
tho there is no indication of the presence of this John Mc- 
Clellan in this record. It was the John McClellan whose 
death was predicted through Mrs. Piper (Proceedings Eng. 
S. P. R., Vol. XVI, p. 471) and who was mentioned by my 
father after the fulfillment of the prediction. 


2. Mark Twain. 


This incident is not a communication in the form of either 
a subliminal message or automatic writing. It represents a 
dream of Mrs. Chenoweth narrated to me before the trance 
came on and that had occurred, as stated in the account, 
three or four weeks previous. It is important just to the 
extent of Mrs. Chenoweth’s credibility for her ignorance of 
the relation between Mr. Howells and Mr. Clemens. ‘The 
experience was as follows. 


“T thought I met Mark Twain. He said I want to send my 
love to William Dean Howells. Tell him I have seen Winifred. 
The name as I recall it sounds like Winifred. I am not sure. 
She sends her love as definitely to Mr. Howells. 1 don’t know 
whether Mark Twain knows Mr. Howells or not. It was a 
dream that I had three or four weeks ago.” 


This was told me on April 20th, 1910. It had no meaning 
to me and [ attached no value to it until I learned accident- 
ally from a friend who knew all the facts that the name Wini- 
fred in this connection was very significant indeed. Some 
twenty years ago Mr. Howells lost a daughter Winifred un- 
der circumstances that make it most interesting to the few 
who know the facts to find this intermediation of Mark Twain 
who was such a warm friend of Mr. Howells. Mrs. Cheno- 
weth does not know the facts that make it so pertinent and 
her ignorance of the relation between the two men gives the 
incident greater value. 


3. Edward Everett Hale. 


On May Sth, 1911, the automatic writing was begun by a 
communicator purporting to be Edward Everett Hale and 
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was so signed. There was nothing evidential in it. He re- 
ferred relevantly to Mr. Philip Savage whom he had known 
in life, but as Mrs. Chenoweth knew of Dr. Hale as a public 
man and especially a Bostonian, and also knew of Mr. Philip 
Savage, the fact can have no evidential importance. 

But it is not quite so bad with the message he sent to Miss 
Whiting who knew him well. This message came through 
G. P. who followed him in the automatic writing. I quote 
what he said. 




















“We let the friend come as he was invited and is a really 
helpful influence in many ways. We need the influence of men 
of worth and upright spirit over here as much as we need men 
in the world of materiality to work with us. 

(I understand.) 

I think Lilian Whiting will be pleased to know that he spoke 
especially of her and of Miss Field, Kate Field. He has met her 
and has been charmed with her wit and audacity he called it. He 
says she was the most audacious spirit he ever knew expressing 
itself through a perfectly feminine body.” 









When I gave the message to Miss Whiting she at once 
told me the facts which gave it great interest and wrote them 
down for me. I simply quote her letter. 


“The Brunswick, Boston, May 19th, 1911. 



















“ Dear Dr. Hyslop: 

Soon after the death of Kate Field (which occurred on May 
19th, 1896) I received in Paris, where I was at the time, a letter 
from Rev. Dr. Edward Everett Hale, one as comforting and 
beautiful as it was unexpected,—as I had not written to him or 
done anything to call it forth—in which he said that his sister 
Susan had told him that Miss Kate Field’s death would be a 
great sorrow to me, and after expressing his sympathy he added: 
‘I did not know Miss Field; I hope I shall know her.’ and this 
sentence, in its perfect simplicity of faith, its taking for granted, 
of course, that the life beyond offers all opportunity for meetings 
and friendships, to be made, as well as renewed, impressed me 
deeply. 

“This letter which I still have, and the message to which you 
allude, seem to complete a sequence. 

“ Most faithfully yours,” 


LILIAN WHITING.” 
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It was not possible for Mrs. Chenoweth to know the facts 
which make this message to Miss Whiting from Dr. Hale so 
pertinent, especially simply to say that he had met her, com- 
pleting the sequence begun in the letter of his condolence 
long before his own death. 


4. Aunt Mary Ella. 


The name Ella came once in connection with another rela- 
tive, but it contained no accompaniments that would identify 
its meaning, except its relation to another person well 
enough identified, and this was long after it came with the 
proper accidents. But on November 2d, 1910, in the sub- 
liminal recovery from the trance, the following came. 


“Oh Etta, Etta. (Etta who?) Who’s Marietta. 

(I am not sure.) 

Have you got anyone near you like that? (Not quite.) 
| Thinking of my sister Henrietta. ] 

Mary Ella. Do you know this Marietta. Is it Mariette. 
SRO S <4 

(What relation is she to me?) 

| thought she was a cousin or like that. 

(Go on with that.) 


I see a little town and hear the trains all the time. 
(Yes, I know who it is.) 

She seems so bright and so glad to come. 

(What word has she to say?) 


It is not scientific. She wants to get her own people. There 


is a lot of people connected with her. Is there any one like Jake 
or Jacob. 


(I don’t know.) 
Right after that I get Fannie. Goodbye.” 


I had an Aunt Mary Ella, sometimes called Mary Ellen, 
who lived in a small village right next to the railroad where 
trains were passing within a few feet of the house at all times 
of the day. She was a sister-in-law to the Aunt Cora men- 
tioned above and deceased wife of Cora’s brother, my Uncle. 
It is possible that the names Jake and Jacob are a mistake 
for his name. His name is James. The reason for suppos- 
ing it this mistake is that in connection with this Aunt Cora 
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the names James and Jacob were directly associated. Fan- 
nie is possibly a mistake for Finney, as it was apparently this 
mistake in connection with the effort to give my Uncle’s 
name, having first got the initials correctly and then the 
name Fannie. 

On April 21st, 1911, in connection with the subliminal re- 
covery and the mention of the name of my Uncle David, I 
again got the name Ella. This Uncle David was her brother- 
in-law by marriage and lived in the same place with her living 
husband, my Uncle James. 

This is all that came to identify her, and but for its dis- 
tinctness might have been noticed incidentally in connection 
with the other personalities, but the allusion to the railway 
and passing trains in a small town is so characteristic a refer- 
ence that the incidents deserve separate mention. 
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BOOK REVIEW. 


Matter and Some of Its Dimensions. By A. Button. Privately 
printed. The Trade supplied by Woodward and Lothrop, 
Washington, D.C. 1910. 


This is in many ways a remarkable little book. It shows 
more than anything else the metaphysical and speculative ten- 
dencies appearing in physical science. The author is a physicist 
himself and has a laboratory of his own. He has adopted the 
modern doctrines of the ether and has made a study of physical 
phenomena from that point of view, and at the same time he 
has endeavored to connect it with the phenomena with which 
the psychic researcher is occupied. This makes the book a rare 
one of its type. The outline of its position is this. 

Physical science was for a long time based upon the theory 
of the atom which was supposed to be indivisible and indestruc- 
tible. Recent observations suggested that it was complex and 
not simple. Even men like Davy, Clifford, Faraday and J. J. 
Thompson were forced, or at least felt themselves so forced, to 
assume something at the basis of the atom and electrical phe- 
nomena Offered this basis in the hypothetical ether. Soon phys- 
ical science advanced the idea of ions and electrons, manifes- 
tations of ether and electrical phenomena, at the basis of ele- 
mentary matter. Experiment and observation led into the far- 
ther belief that the elements are capable of transmutation, one 
into another. The old doctrine of alchemy thus seems to have 
received justification in its general claim. Thus far physical sci- 
ence. 

3ut the present author, after going thus far, continues into 
the field of supernormal phenomena, the subconscious and thera- 
peutics. Here he attempts to apply etherial action to the ex- 
planation of the phenomena of the mind. He then proceeds to 
consider the phenomena of ecstasy and spiritual exaltation. In 
both the mental and physical phenomena the doctrine of a fourth 
dimension occupies a prominent place as necessary to the un- 
derstanding of the problems involved. 

To the reviewer all this is highly speculative. He does not 
deny or question the facts on which the doctrine of ions and 
electrons is based. All these may be well enough established. 
But the question is whether the language employed to describe 
the causal action assumed is intelligible. Take an example which 
is one of the types of statement so characteristic of physicists 
in the discussion of their problem. 

“Place a mass of quivering jelly,” says the author, “ upon a 
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table, plunge a knife into each side, and give the knives a twist 
in opposite directions. A strain, or stress, or torsion exists be- 
tween the points of the knives, but in no sense can the stress, 
or torsion, be considered matter. Now move the stress around a 
central mass of jelly, and a certain amount of bound jelly will 
be carried along with the stress, and the moving, bound jelly, 
because of the motion, will have weight, or mass, or inertia. 
Increase the speed of rotation of the stress, and the mass of 
the bound jelly will also be increased.” 


[ can understand what is meant by moving matter, but “ mov- 
ing stress’ has no meaning whatever. Anything might happen 
as a consequent of “ moving stress”, so far as we know, and 
simply because we cannot deny the consequences of what we 
cannot understand or conceive. Then there is “bound jelly”. 
What is that? In the illustration we have matter to start with 
and in any outcome would expect to find matter at the end. But 
to imply that matter would be the effect of moving stress while 
it is not the stress itself is to force the human mind to start 
without premises and to have an important conclusion neverthe- 
less. What interests most people in speculations of this kind is 
the outcome, not the intelligibility of the process. The whole 
process hides a miracle under the name of science which in other 
connections denies the existence of such things. 

The theory of a fourth dimension does not appeal to the 
reviewer. It seems to him that all the speculations based on that 
idea from the time of Helmholtz, Zoellner, Reiman and others, 
are based upon an equivocation in the use of the term “ dimen- 
sion”. Its paradoxical character is apparent in the admission 
that it has to be assumed tho not perceptible by the human mind. 
Dimension is supposed to be a property of space and we as- 
sumed three of these. Certain phenomena are supposed to im- 
ply a fourth or even an indefinite number of them. The sci- 
entist starts from mathematics and ends in a metaphysics. To 
the present reviewer “ dimension ” in the speculations and mathe- 
matics of physicists is not a property of anything, but is a mere 
direction or relation. In metaphysics it is a quality or property. 
Now space has but one dimension in metaphysics. In mathe- 
matics it has an infinite number. But “dimension” does not 
mean the same thing in both sciences. The mystery of the 
thing is concealed in the use of a term implying a metaphysical 
property which is not that in mathematics. 

The only function which the speculations about the ether 
have for psychic research is their relation to the conception of 
matter ever since the controversy with Christianity. Matter has 
been defined by the properties of gravity, inertia, and impene- 
trability. The definition of ether either ignores these properties 
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or denies them. It assumes neither gravity, nor inertia, nor im- 
penetrability. It in fact excludes them. The consequence is 
that ether cannot by any rational process be called matter in 
the accepted idea of that substance. Then to make matter the 
product of this ether is to return to the conception that matter is 
created in some sense and is not an eternal and indestructible 
reality. Such premises on the part of physical science justify the 
psychic reseacher in demanding tolerance for the conception of 
spirit. It does not prove such a thing, but the hypothesis of 
something necessary to produce matter and which does not con- 
tain the properties of matter as the materialists always con- 
ceived, opens the way to the existence of spirit as a possibility, 
which the older materialism did not and could not admit. It 
will be only a question of evidence after this admission. 

The psychic researcher does not require to assume or admit 
the existence of ether. For him it may be true or not, just as 
you please. It has no value for him but as an ad hominem argu- 
ment in the field of physical science, nothing more. 

The reviewer does not think that the author has been very 
successful in applying his ether theory to clairvoyance and simi- 
lar phenomena. ‘This application rests on his fourth dimension 
ideas and to this reviewer the fourth dimension only makes spirit- 
istic ideas appear more incredible instead of intelligible. It has 
been this feature of certain spiritualistic theories in the past that 
has handicapped them and driven men away from them. I do 
not think any metaphysical hypothesis whatever is either neces- 
sary or helpful in the determination of this problem. Merely 
the scientific question of isolating consciousness or not, is neces- 
sary. 


JAMES H. HYSLOP. 








